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Cameroon 


* RDPC Dissident Condemns Right Wing, Biya 


91 4F0944B Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Mar 91 pp 99-109 


[Interview with Henri Hogbe-Nlend, professor of math- 
ematics at the University of Bordeaux; place and date 
not given, first three paragraphs are JEUNE AFRIQUE 
ECONOMIE introduction] 


[Excerpts] Professor Henri Hogbe-Ndlend, a convinced 
member of the RDPC [Democratic Rally of the 
Cameroonian People], the party in power, does not have 
harsh enough words to describe the way in which the 
party functions. He has particularly tough criticism for 
President Paul Biya. Is this a split within the RDPC? No 
doubt, people will talk about this again. 


Now 52 years of age, this mathematician and professor 
at the University of Bordeaux does not live by mathe- 
matics. He says what he thinks because he considers 
himself an independent...in the sense of self-sufficiency. 
This would not be the case with other militant members 
of the RDPC, who share his ideas but are not particularly 
bold in expressing them, out of fear of losing positions 
that they value. The principal issue in these confronta- 
tions 1s democracy within the party in power. 


This man, whose personal career has been very impres- 
sive, also speaks of the past of Ahmadou Ahidjo—to 
whom he pays tribute—and of science. He proposes 
action to avoid the traps involved in the process of 
development. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Whom are you 
speaking for? The RDPC or the Cameroonian Govern- 
ment? 


[Hogbe-Nlend] Neither for the party nor for the govern- 
ment. I speak in the name of a group, which we are 
establishing within the RDPC and which we call the 
current of progressive forces. Our efforts are based on 
the present political situation in Cameroon. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What ts this situa- 
tion” 


[Hogbe-Nlend] There are the basic policies developed by 
Paul Biya which, in all honesty, are accepted by practi- 
cally everyone as the proper choices for the future of 
Cameroon. Basically, this 1s what is contained in his 
book, “Pour le liberalisme communautaire” [For Com- 
munity Liberalism]. However, while accepting these 
basic policies the Cameroonians who belong to the 
RPDC are divided. On the one hand are those who 
expect these policies to become realities, quickly and 
profoundly. Those are the people whom we call the 
progressive forces. They know that satisfying the aspira- 
tions of the poorest and the most disadvantaged people 
requires implementing these policies. 
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Opposing them is another group, which 1s also repre- 
sented in the party and even in the government. Those 
people theoretically accept the policies followed by Paul 
Biya but do everything io block them or at least to delay 
their implementation. We think that those are the con- 
servative forces. !n general, these are the privileged few 
who have always benefited from the regime and for 
whom the values of openness, of democracy, and of 
freedom should be prohibited. because they supposedly 
will open the eyes of the Cameroonian people and 
therefore directly threaten some of their interests. 


We think that this split is fundamental in Cameroon. 
The people devoted to progress are those who want 
things to work. In their view the present crisis cannot be 
overcome without a certain amount of openness in the 
economic area. For economic solutions also imply a 
certain liberalization in the political sphere. Things go 
together. 


And because there are these two currents within the 
party, the government, the administration, and the 
country we may think basically that Paul Biya 1s the 
center point where these contradictions meet. His poli- 
cies are essentially contradictory. The positions that he 
takes on theoretical policies are clear enough. However. 
in concrete application, he always takes one step to the 
left, one step to the mght, one step forward, and two steps 
backward. For example, that explains why on one day we 
may say that there 1s no Cameroonian who is concerned 
about the decisions he has made, while on the following 
morning journalists are arrested for the opinions that 
they express. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] You are very hard on 
your friends. 


[Hogbe-Nlend] If you analyze the laws that have just 
been passed, you will see that they are liberal in inspira- 
tion. However, in practice there are always limits and 
unacceptable obstacles. The government is for a policy of 
fundamental democratization. However, there is no 
amnesty law. The government wants to liberalize the 
press. However, at the same time, they maintain a 
system of arbitrary, political censorship. Fundamentally, 
it 1s in those ways that the policy followed by Paul Biya 
is a policy of contradiction. And, in my view, that is 
explained by the fact that he is the representative of these 
two political currents. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What is the real influ- 
ence of each of these two currents? 


[Higbe-Nlend] +“: could say that the conservative cur- 
rent now holds pe wer. In any case it 1s the dominant one 
in the govern «:2ent. The progressive current has the 
support of the majority of the people. Therefore, I say 
that, since we represent the views of the people who have 
no voice, we speak in the name of the majority. Conse- 
quently and potentially, we represent the majority view 
of the future, even though, for the time being, we have 
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been pushed to one side in the government and in the 
party. However, we are a minority only because we are 
weak. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What do you mean” 


[ Higbe-Nlend] There are people who share our views but 
cannot say so because they know that this could cost 
them a great deal in terms of their bread and butter and 
in terms of their job security, which comes down to the 
same thing. Therefore, we are a silent majority. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Leaving you aside, 
who else represents this current of the progressive forces? 


[Higbe-Nlend] If you analyse the positions taken by 
people who are well known at the present time in the 
party, I believe that you can say that the leadership of the 
Wouri Section of the RDPC, headed by Jean-Jacques 
Ekindi, is close to our current. It is the same thing with 
the Sanaga Maritime Section, first with Thomas Melone 
and then with Wanda, his successor; and Nyong and 
Kelle; with Mbong Bayem Silas. They have the same 
outlook as we do. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] A former member of 
the UPC [Union of Cameroonian Peoples], like you. 


[Higbe-Nlend] Yes. In effect. you can say that the 
members of the RDPC who came from the UPC make 
up a large part of the people who represent the progres- 
sive current. Mbong Bayem was a deputy for the UPC in 
1961-62. Although Thomas Melone was elected in 
Sanaga Maritime, it was because he mentioned the name 
of the UPC. Jean-Jacques Ekindi is also a young man 
with the same background. There is nothing surprising in 
that, since they are real militants. Those who have never 
been anywhere but in the government party have not 
learned how to be militant. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE}] Is it by accident that 
you have limited yourself to mentioning people who are 
more or less from the coast and from the forest areas? 


[Higbe-Nlend] You will find members of our current 
everywhere in Cameroon, including even people in the 
North. There are even people who were in the Ahidjo 
regime and who say that they are completely in agree- 
ment with us. For example, that is the case with Bello 
Bouba Maigari, the former prime minister. It is true that 
now he ts in the opposition. However, even within the 
RDPC I could mention people like Sengat Kuo. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] But you are really the 
only one to consider him a progressive. 


[Higbe-Nlend] Well, in any case, | do not know why 
people would consider him a conservative. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Perhaps he has 
become a progressive now that he no longer has any 
responsibilities. 
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{Higbe-Nlend] No, | think that the well-known choice 
made in the past between him and Georges Ngango was 
reached a little too quickly. When you go into things in 
detail, you see that it was fashionable, at a given time, to 
say thal it 1s necessary to get rid of all of the old 
politicians. There is no essential need to get rid of the old 
politicians. The real problem of the RDPC is that there 
has never been a political debate within the party, which 
would have made it possible to say that this position 1s 
conservative and that position is progressive. In fact, 
there has never been a comparative analysis of the 
various currents. In a general way it is said that the 
intellectuals are on the left. Personally, I have had long 
discussions with Sengat Kuo and I think that, on many 
issues, we are in agreement. I also think that Njoh 
Mouelle is not a conservative. He has some liberal views, 
but he is currently a government official, and he acts like 
a government official who is also the head of the party. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] However, he is the 
secretary general. 


[Higbe-Nlend] Perhaps. However, he is not secretary 
general to develop a policy. He is not the representative 
of a policy. He was chosen for his qualities as a manager 
in the administrative area. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Can you mention two 
or three names in the conservative current? 


{ Higbe-Nlend] Considering the ideas that he expresses, I 
believe that I could place Emah Basile on the side of the 
conservatives. During the last party congress there was a 
big fight over the problem of a multiparty structure. On 
the whole, the conservatives were not in favor of opening 
up the system. This 1s because they thought that such a 
process of opening up the system would create problems. 
We have seen the spokesmen of these conservatives, 
even though at present everyone has gone over to sup- 
port an opening of the political system because that 1s the 
official position of the party. Emah Basile was one of 
those who fought hardest against this idea. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Do you have any 
other names to mention”? 


[Higbe-Niend] I have not defined the views of everyone! 
I mention cases that are particularly striking, but there 
are many people who say nothing but who are nonethe- 
less conservatives. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Would you be afraid 
to mention their names? 


| Higbe-Nlend] Not at all! 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Where would you 
place Paul Biya? 


[Higbe-Nlend] I think that the president has some views 
that tend toward the progressive. However, he is incon- 
sistent in the implementation of his policies. He is 
strongly subject to conservative influence. Perhaps he 
does not have the means of implementing his progressive 
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views. Therefore, we think that he is on our side and that 
he cannot stand against the rising power of our current, 
even though the strength of the conservatives may stll 
lead him to adopt conservative positions. | am con- 
vinced that he is for an amnesty, for example. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE} You are saying that 
he is not in charge! 


{Higbe-Nlend] In effect, I believe that he 1s subject to a 
certain number of political constraints. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] And wnat are they” 


[Higbe-Nlend] You know, when you are a chief of state, 
you have to keep in mind a certain number of interests. 
For example, according to what I know, the president 
sees no objection to a political amnesty. However, there 
are many people who are afraid of the release of the 
political prisoners. Now, Paul Biya did not come to 
power without the help of a certain number of political 
forces. Therefore, it is possible that the president has 
problems of “timing.” 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Some people con- 
sider your present activities aS Opportunistic in the sense 
that the initial meeting that you have just organized 
comes at a time when things seem to be opening up. Are 
your efforts, as some people suggest, strictly individual? 


{Higbe-Nlend] It always takes someone to begin a polit- 
ical movement like that one. However, as far as | am 
concerned, | speak for a current that is not made up of 
isolated individuals. Some subsections of the party have 
already met to vote on motions approving our current. | 
asked the chief of state to call an extraordinary congress 
of the party. Let this congress be organized on the basis 
of political debate. Right now I can bet that the progres- 
sive current will be the majority in such a congress...pro- 
vided that the voting 1s by secret ballot and that there is 
no pressure exerted. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Do you mean that 
pressure has been exerted within the party? 


[ Higbe-Nlend] Personally, I have an advantage because | 
am not afraid for my bread and butter. There are not 
many people throughout the country who can speak up 
without the risk of being arrested. I am a spokesman but 
| am far from speaking for myself alone. I challenge those 
who say that I am in the minority when I advocate 
having the party function in a democratic way. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] So the RDPC does 
not operate in a democratic way? 


[Higbe-Nlend] But of course not! Furthermore, I have 
made a statement on this subject. Do you know that 
since the party congress there has never been a meeting 
of the central committee? Do you know that even the 
political bureau has never met since the party congress? 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Whose fault is that? 
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{Higbe-Nlend] In any case, 1 is not mine! The conserva- 
tives do not want to have a democratic debate. 


JJEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What are they afraid 
of? 


[Higbe-Nlend] At present it 1s clear that the RDPC is not 
able to confront the opposition. If there were democratic 
elections in Cameroon, the RDPC would be beaten. That 
is why we want to change the RDPC, in such a way that 
we would be capable of winning the elections in the face 
of the present opposition. 


I am absolutely convinced that the majority of the people 
in the RPDC are not there to play politics. The people 
are in the party because it 1s the party in power, which 
provides facilities, hands out improper favors, and dis- 
tributes privileges. There are party leaders who have 
never read the party statutes. They are taking advantage 
of the party. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] So it ts a corrupt 
party? 


{Higbe-Nlend] It is completely corrupt! I have said so to 
the president. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Then why do you not 
believe in a political force outside the party? That would 
be simpler, would 1t not? And you would no longer have 
to deal with the conservatives who, as you recognize, are 
still powerful in the party apparatus. 


[Higbe-Nlend] | am not opposed to the policies of the 
RDPC. The general principles of this party are not bad 
ones. Therefore, I see no reason why I should fight 
against them. Going out to establish another party means 
that you are in disagreement with the fundamental 
outlook of the party of which you are a member and that 
you have another view of society. As for me, I only 
disagree with the way in which the RDPC operates. 
Consequently, we are fighting for the internal democra- 
tization of the RDPC. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] How long will that 
take? 


[Higbe-Nlend] That could work out quickly. On the 
other hand, if we leave the party, the people would not 
understand why we slammed the door. It must be stated 
that this is not acceptable. An example of opportunism 
would be having fought for a multiparty system and, 
once it 1s achieved, to leave the party without any 
explanation and go and set up your own party. That is a 
facile solution. What is important is to speak to the 
masses. For the scenario of the future of Cameroon is 
very clear. Either the process of democratization will 
begin in the RDPC and the current of the progressive 
forces will become dominant, or this will be impossible 
and the progressive current will consider the impossi- 
bility of changing anything. It will then become a sepa- 
rate party. We are not at that point. 
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[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Some people in the 
current, which you represent, hold important positions 
in the government. Why do you think that you have not 
succeeded in making your point of view prevail? 


[Higbe-Nlend] The idea of a political current is just 
beginning to emerge. Until very recently it was forbidden 
to speak of a current within the RDPC. The last party 
congress approved a resolution where it 1s clearly stated 
that the RDPC brings together different political out- 
looks. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Are you not afraid 
that, in spite of everything, they will accuse you of 
factionalism? 


[Higbe-Nlend] No. We believe that we are following the 
political line of those who dominate the party congress. I 
would go further. In the proposals that we have sent to 
the president we asked for a definition of the notion of a 
political current. In other words, what are its rights and 
its duties. 


A current should reflect the unity and the diversity of the 
party. It is not necessary for currents to be parties within 
the party. Neither is it necessary that, in the name of 
unity, diversity should be suffocated. We in the RDPC 
cannot be the source of political pluralism in the country 
as a whole and still maintain a monolithic spirit within 
the party. 


Since the beginning of 1991 our current has been orga- 
nizing. We have informed the central committee and 
begun to carry on activities. This is what makes us 
different from the others. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] However, you risk 
being driven out of the party. 


[Higbe-Nlend] No. The conservatives are trying to bring 
accusations against me. However, a legal and democratic 
act of expulsion from the party is impossible. First of all, 
for the party disciplinary procedure to be followed, it is 
necessary to have a violation of discipline. Now, there 
can only be violations of discipline in two cases: if the 
party member rejects the decisions made by the party or 
if he refuses to apply the decisions made. As far as | am 
concerned, I am not involved in either of these cases. 
The president of the France [as published] section of the 
RDPC, who is not a member of our group, has begun a 
disciplinary proceeding against me. There are party units 
that must meet in the subsection of which I am a 
member. The Bordeaux subsection has properly met. 
However, to reject the disciplinary proceeding and in 
reaction against the request of the president of the 
France section, it announced that it was a member of the 
current of the progressive forces. There can always be 
arbitrary measures taken, of course. However, according 
to the party rules, it would definitely be necessary to 
bring me before President Biya to defend my position 
before I could be expelled from the party, which seems 
difficult to do. 
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[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Would t be difficult 
for you to appear before the president? 


[Higbe-Nlend] No, it would not. However, I do not see 
how the president and I could reach such a point, when 
I am convinced that we are on the same side. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Is it true that you 
have been asked to postpone the preparatory meeting in 
Yaounde? 


[Higbe-Nlend] No. We have not been prohibited from 
doing anything. However, a certain number of people 
think that it will first be necessary for the political parties 
to be established. That is the view of the Cameroonian 
ambassador to France. I do not agree with that view, 
because the national conference is not a simple meeting 
of parties but a forum where, for the first time, we seek 
to bring everyone into a political debate, including the 
political parties, the trade unions, the professional 
groups, the leaders of public opinion, the religious con- 
gregations, etc. Furthermore, people are skeptical. They 
have no confidence in the multiparty system as it has 
been proposed. It is necessary to begin a great debate to 
provide a sense of security to the people and to give them 
the impression that they are not being tricked. Only the 
beginning of a debate can clarify the situation. 


For the rest there is a new law on meetings in Cameroon. 
We have gone from the stage of being required to have 
prior authorization to making a prior statement. To hold 
a meeting, it 1s necessary to declare one’s intention at 
least three days in advance, that is all. Therefore, I have 
never asked for authorization to hold a meeting in 
Carneroon. However, I told the chief of state of my 
intention to hold a meeting. That is quite different. The 
president has no basis for telling me whether he agrees or 
not. If he does not do this, he violates the law. I am going 
to announce my meeting to the prefecture, and that is all 
Considering the results that we had in the preliminary 
meeting, the meeting itself, as it was envisaged, no longer 
has any reason for being held. My initial idea was that 
the preliminary meeting would involve a small group, 
with just a few participants attending from the opposi- 
tion in France. However, this meeting made it possible 
to resolve several basic questions. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What questions? 


[Higbe-Nlend] For example, to organize a national con- 
ference, it is necessary in the first place to ask the 
question of who will attend. At the preliminary meeting 
there was a consensus that such a conference would not 
be limited to political parties. No one should be excluded 
from the conference, including religious figures and 
lawyers. A question concerning the purpose of such a 
meeting was also resolved. 


Up to that point a certain number of party leaders were 
saying: a multiparty system has been approved, and we 
do not really see what else can be done. I answered that 
the object of such a conference is not to approve laws on 
the multiparty system but to resolve a certain number of 
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problems related to the transition to democracy. The 
problem of the electoral code is central to this effort. If 
we do nothin, that means that we are leaving to the old 
party leaders the task of handling matters. We saw that a 
national conference is needed to reach an understanding 
on the electoral rules. Who is a voter and who 1s not? 
Who 1s eligible and who 1s not? What positions cannot be 
held simultaneously? We do not have to keep the old 
laws. In certain countries laws are stull being passed that 
state that you have to have millions of francs to be a 
candidate. Some people do not agree with the new laws 
on the political parties, on censorship, etc. There 1s also 
the problem of the Constitutional Council and the 
administration. We are not going to hold elections in 
which prefects have the nght to behave like members of 
a political party. If we do not change all of that. there will 
be frustrations that will create violence. To keep the 
peace within the country, we must act. | am against early 
elections, which would take place in an atmosphere of 
uncertainty. Let us take the time and loyally go forward 
into a competition for votes. 


There are still more than 100 political prisoners in our 
country. Some of them have been under arrest since 
1984 and have never been tried. No one has denied the 
Amnesty International report. which covered this 
matter. In your view what is the meaning of the incidents 
that have just taken place in Garoua? I| will tell you. 
People who are alleged to have been released are still 
under house arrest, required to report to the police every 
week. Their confiscated property has never been 
returned. At least in part, this 1s what caused the inci- 
dents. The problem of Jean-Michel Tekam remains 
unresolved. And I could provide many other examples. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] You have very prop- 
erly asked the president to make arrangements so that 
opposition figures in exile like Tekam may be able to 
participate in the meeting at Yaounde. Is not the fact 
that the authorities have not answered your request the 
true reason why you considered it useless to hold the 
second part of this meeting? 


{Higbe-Nlend] No. I do not say that it 1s not necessary. I 
say that there are preliminary conditions, which, for the 
moment, have not been met. However. I have had an 
answer from people in the government. They have told 
me that they are not ready at this time to approve a 
general amnesty law but that they are prepared to study 
the problems involved, case by case. I passed on this 
answer to all of the political exiles. Some of them do not 
wish to appear to be asking for a favor. However, in any 
case, I have been assured that all of those who are on my 
list would be received individually. Abel Eyinga. for 
example. I have had a response on the Tekam question, 
from which I quote the exact words: “Within the frame- 
work of the general policy of pacification the govern- 
ment is ready to resolve the Tekam problem.” However. 
the opposition does not want clemency. It raises the 
problem in political terms. 
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[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Do you have the 
support of personalities within the government for your 
efforts? 


[Higbe-Nlend] I have the support of members of the 
government. Members of parliament have written letters 
of support, as have members of the central committee 
and of the political bureau also, not to mention party 
members. On the other hand I have not received any 
definite letter of disapproval. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] A definite letter? 
What is that? 


[Higbe-Nlend] For example, the president of the France 
section does not agree with our initiative because he 
reportedly wanted it to come from the whole section, and 
not from a current within it. However, he states that he 
agreed with us on the substance of our efforts. Therefore. 
this is not an expression of disagreement from those who 
are basically opposed to us. Each one just wants to get as 
much benefit as possible from this affair. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] The list of partici- 
pants in the meeting on 26 January is rather short. 
compared to the list of those who were invited. 


{Higbe-Nlend] In my view the preliminary meeting in 
Paris was a small, preparatory session for the larger 
meeting. When I saw that there were some difficulties 
regarding an amnesty, I realized that some people would 
not come to the meeting. However, despite everything. it 
was necessary to hear their viewpoints. Some people 
were afriad that I was a kind of submarine sent by Biya 
to torpedo I am not too sure what. 


But it was out of the question, for financial reasons. to 
bring to France people from Cameroon who were living 
there. At the preliminary meeting we invited opposition 
figures who were in Europe, a certain number of inde- 
pendent Cameroonians, and reporters, because we 
wanted to have some publicity for the meeting. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] In view of the present 
Situation in Cameroon, what objectives do you have in 
mind for the national conference? 


{Higbe-Nlend] I think that the monopolization of power 
is making everything go bad in Cameroon. I say this with 
all the more emphasis since | am a member of the party 
in power. The opposition says that the RDPC decides 
everything, all by itself. However, even within the 
RDPC, the majority of the membership is excluded from 
the decisionmaking process. I do not consider that it is 
proper for the party in power not to have been involved 
in the process of approving new laws, or reflecting on or 
making proposals for the advancement of the democratic 
process. I was in Cameroon in November at a time when 
parliament was in session. I can assure you that no one, 
not even the cabinet ministers, was fully informed on 
what was going to come out as draft laws. The laws were 
brought out, one by one, without anyone’s knowing what 
the following draft law would be. This process reached 
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the point that the law on associations was presented 
before the law on political parties. The fundamental 
error was therefore the elimination of debate. I think that 
we need to liberate the creative energy and intelligence of 
all Africans. Once that is done, all of our problems will 
be resolved. For we are not poor because of a lack of 
wealth but because of an inability to exploit our riches. 
The national conference will discuss this problem. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] The national confer- 
ence held in Benin had full power tc reach its decisions. 
What form would you consider preferable for 
Cameroon? 


{[Higbe-Nlend] We need to have a conference bringing 
together the active forces as I have described them. It 
will be necessary to resolve the problem of determining 
the electoral code and to reconsider certain matters, such 
as the Constitutional Council, which are important. At 
the end of this conference we need to move toward a 
government that will no longer represent a single party. 
Even though there are not very many political parties, we 
need a government of transition, which could lead the 
country into elections. Personally, I favor having a prime 
minister as head of government. I think that the presi- 
dent should be kept on with his present powers until the 
next election. It would not be a good idea to provoke a 
crisis involving our institutions. However, we must 
create conditions under which the president will agree to 
delegate some of his responsibilities to a governmental 
team charged with setting up the new institutions and 
dealing with urgent problems. We are not going to spend 
all of our time in political debate. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What are these 
urgent problems?” 


[Higbe-Nlendj In my view there are three of them. First, 
there are financial problems and in particular the 
problem of capital flight, which is very important. The 
present government 1s unable to recover stolen or mis- 
appropriated property. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Who stole it” 


[Higbe-Nlend] I do not wish to name names, but 
everyone knows them, since official announcements 
state that 150 billion CFA [African Financial Commu- 
nity] francs leave the country fraudulently each year. 
That means that there are people involved in fraud. 
There are cases of unjust enrichment that cannot be 
explained. Therefore, there is a financial problem. 
Everyone is agreed on recognizing the failure of our 
banking system. It is not only a question of an interna- 
tional crisis. The government bears a certain measure of 
responsibility for all of that. Consequently. the present 
government has lost all moral credibility in its efforts to 
resolve this problem. Moreover, at the time of the last 
parliamentary session the problem was raised overtly. 
since the minister of finance was questioned on this 
matter. He was unable io give a satisfactory answer. 
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The second problem concerns the educational system, 
which has totally broken down. Can you imagine that 
last October I received telephone calls in Bordeaux from 
many high-ranking officials of the government. who 
came here to put their children in school? The supporters 
of the regime were taking their children out of our 
educational system. One day | received a minister of 
national education who came to see me to obtain help in 
placing his children in school! In a French school' Do 
you know that many young Cameroonians, the children 
of cabinet ministers and other high officials. are 
adopting French nationality? They are looking for a 
frame of reference in which to settle their future. I do not 
blame them. The greatest oppositionists in the RDPC 
are the children of cabinet ministers who are studying 
here in France. The children are rejecting the system of 
their own fathers. 


The third problem is that of jobs. In my view, financial 
openness, the educational system, and jobs are the top 
priority. You know that in our country, when one person 
gets a diploma, there are still hundseds of families who 
no longer have anytiing to eat? The system of privatiza- 
tion has completely failed. It has virtually resulted in the 
recolonization of the country. Look at all of those people 
who are returning to Cameroon. It 1s worse than during 
the colonial period! All of the banks have been taken 
over. Foreigners are again taking over control of every- 
thing. Perhaps they create a few jobs, but finally this 
cannot last. For example, I have written to the chief of 
State to explain to him that free trade zones are not going 
to resolve our problems. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What did he say in 
reply” 


[Higbe-Nlend] Nothing, that 1s all. And since I note that 
when I save the best of my ideas for him but the opposite 
effect is achieved, I must act now. For example. | am 
considering organizing a debate on the problem of free 
trade zones. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] But what do you have 
against free trade zones” 


[Higbe-Nlend] If you take the companies that are 
bringing us new technology, the essential thing 1s to 
arrange for our own people to master this technology 
quickly. If this 1s not done, the companies concerned are 
just like a graft on a plant, which does not take hold. We 
need to have a meeting to discuss the conditions to be 
raised with the companies, which wish to set up business 
in Cameroon. We could say, for example, that if IBM 
comes here, we want to have data-processing technology 
fully assimilated by Cameroonians in five years. In 
southeast Asia that process works because the transfer of 
knowledge takes precedence over the transfer of 
machinery. 


My basic idea 1s as follows: as long as we are not in a 
position to create by ourselves the conditions for pro- 
cessing Our own raw materials, nothing is possible. And 
it 1S Not a question of capital. First of all, it 1s a question 
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of experience. When you look at our technological coop- 
eration, Our partners never try to give us the substance of 
what is needed in terms of knowledge. They give us a 
little, yust enough to bring us up to date. 


We are involved in a strategy of total outward orienta- 
tion, which implies a blind submission to the different 
sources of aid funds. We need to consider development 
coming from within our country. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] The free trade zones 
have worked in Mauritius. 


[Higbe-Nlend] Yes, but that is in another context, and 
there are other conditions involved. The Mauritian people 
have another kind of mentality. You know very well that 
among those people there is a large number of Asians, who 
already have a business sense. The success of a free trade 
zone involves the development of commerce. but it has 
other inconvenient aspects. For example, 1 do not know 
any Mauritian scholar. I have never seen a scientific article 
written by a Mauritian scholar. You cannot develop 
without going to international conferences, following inter- 
national congresses, etc. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Why do you not 
return to Cameroon to work for the kind of internal 
development of which you speak? 


[Higbe-Nlend] I do not believe that this 1s necessary for 
the moment. It would be a mistake to return without 
being prepared. Some people have done so. They have 
been reduced to silence, have wound up attacking every- 
thing. or have even become theoreticians supporting the 
regime. Now I do not agree with any of these three 
solutions. | want to be able to continue my efforts in 
Cameroon. And the necessary conditions are being cre- 
ated. It 1s in that respect that I say that the ideas, which 
I am now expressing, should be credited to Biya. For 
before him we could not say anything. 


I have just set up a foundation for science and tech- 
nology in Cameroon, of which I am the principal share- 
holder. I have even brought together all of the 
Cameroonian scientists to set up an academy of sciences 
within the country. The idea 1s more than two years old. 
However, we did not have the government's permission 
to establish it. One of the new laws provides that 
associations of a scientific character are automatically 
recognized. I seized on this opportunity. Our association 
is therefore recognized at this point. Prof. Victor 
Anomah Ngu ts the president, and I am responsible for 
programs and international relations. We are preparing 
to hold our inaugural meeting. This organization should 
make it possible for me to fit easily into local society. For 
I cannot be a government official: I need a framework 
within which I can talk. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Before the party con- 
gress in June people were speaking of you as one of the 
potential successors of Sengat Kuo. To some extent are 
not your present activities an expression of disappoint- 
ment at not having been chosen” 
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{Higbe-Nlend] | will tell you what happened. To prepare 
for the congress, a committee was established, of which | 
was a member. And during the discussions we expressed 
ideas on the political future of the country. We even 
prepared a draft law establishing a multiparty system. 
Well before the congress! Regarding the organization of 
the party, I held the view, along with other people, that at 
the congress 11 would be necessary for the position of 
president of the republic to be separated from that of 
president of the party. I continue to think that this would 
be a good thing. I submitted these views to the president, 
arguing in favor of them. There was an immediate 
outcry, and some people began to say that I wanted to be 
president of the party. I do not think that I should have 
such a place in the RDPC. My role is to remain a 
rank-and-file member and to stimulate thought. I want 
to establish within the RDPC a kind of laboratory for 
political reflection in order to change the party. This 1s 
because I want to anticipate events. President Paul Biya 
does not anticipate events. He submits to them. He 1s 
slowing down the development of a multiparty system. If 
people followed my advice. we would stimulate events. 
rather than submit to them 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Then you do not 
regret having belonged to the RDPC” 


| Higbe-Nlend] No, and for a very simple reason: I would 
never have been able to know how things really were in 
any other way. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] In short. you have 
infiltrated the party. 


[Higbe-Nlend] No, since I did not enter the party in 
order to leave it. In 1985 there was the congress held in 
Bamenda and the recommendation made by Biya in his 
book, “Pour le liberalisme communautaire” [For Com- 
munity Liberalism]. In 1985 | was getting ready to start 
something. However, many people came to see me and 
said: “Biya 1s ready to change everything. However, it 1s 
necessary to help him. He has established a new party 

You should enter it to give concrete form to everything 
which you wanted to do in the UPC [Union of 
Cameroonian Peoples]. | thought that it was better to 
join the newly established party to influence it. In my 
view it was a new framework for fighiizig in the service of 
the same ideas. In any case I entered the RDPC in 1985 
with this hope in mind. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Did you not have the 
feeling of being a critic who came at the last moment” 
Well before you, other people took risks within the 
country. 


[Higbe-Nlend] Who? 
[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Jean-Jacques Ekindi, 


for example. People did not listen to you during the 
discussions that followed the Yondo Black affair. 


[Higbe-Nlend] You are mistaken. At the time I made a 
public statement, which was picked up and rebroadcast 
over RFI [Radio France International], calling for the 
establishment of a multiparty system and the release of 
Yondo Black. Moreover, following the expression of 
these views a motion for expulsion from the party was 
presented against me. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONQOMIE] You seem to have 
been converted to liberalism. However, the UPC used to 
be rather Marxist in outlook. 


[Higbe-Nlend] In the UPC there was a little bit of 
everything. Conditions during the struggle for indepen- 
dence ensured that a very clear, Marxist influence was 
apparent in all of the liberation movements, depending 
on the side that we supported: Algiers, Accra, etc. That 
was normal. The world was divided in two, and those 
who helped us trained our officials. However, once we 
were in contact with reality, we were forced to abandon 
this Marxist project of society. Unless you were short 
sighted...or stupid. All of that is a question of maturity. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] So you agree in rec- 
ognizing that Marxist ideology is unsuitable for our 
African countries? 


{ Higbe-Nlend] I do not believe in any ideology. | believe 
in science. It 1s necessary to be scientific, to try to 
approach reality coldly, without becoming automatically 
attached to any system. Only experience proves that you 
were mght...or wrong. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] How did you move 
from the UPC to the RDPC” 


{Higbe-Nlend] There was a kind of logic in my behavior. 
Since I obtained my baccalaureate certificate, I have 
always been politically involved. It was I who established 
the National Union of Students of Cameroon. | was 
active in the FEANF [Federation of Students from Black 
Africa in France]. Then | was president, for France. of 
the UPC. When I was expelled from France by De Gaulle 
in 1963, I went to Algeria. Furthermore, it was I who 
opened the UPC office in Algiers, and I was its official 
representative to the government of Ben Bella. It was in 
Algiers that I knew militants from the Portuguese colo- 
nies and also people like Herve Bourges. However, in 
1966 I stopped all of that. And for the past 20 years | 
have stepped back to develop my scientific activities. | 
never belonged to the UNC (Cameroonian National 
Union of Ahmadou Ahidjo) because I knew that those 
who were members of it had previously been my direct 
opponents. It was out of the question for me to join with 
them. At most, I was ready to assume French nationality. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] You were someone of 
importance to the UPC. How were you able to return to 
Cameroon and be received by Ahidjo, when some of 
your companions were sought by the police? 


[Higbe-Nlend] In 1966 I stopped my activities as a 
militant student because I saw that we were spending our 
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cme squabbling with each other. We wasted our energy 
in internal quarrels. and any prospect of winning the 
political struggle. which we carned on was out of the 
question. Some people went to Cuba, others returned to 
Cameroon, still others went to Albania. As for me, J 
returned to Algeria and Morocco, where I resumed my 
studies. That was where. for the first tume. I was in 
contact with the French university system, since the 
Faculty of Sciences of the University of Rabat was an 
integral part of the University of Bordeaux. When | 
published my first essays. French university figures 
asked me why I did not return to France. However, I was 
stull subject to an expulsion order! Until the day when a 
politically committed professor told me that this was not 
right. He gave me an assistantship at the Faculty of 
Orsay so that I could continue with my research activi- 
ties. | was authorized to return to France, but the 
expulsion order was not cancelled. Sull, I returned to 
France. | prepared my thesis for an advanced degree. It 
was not until 1972 that the expulsion order was lifted. at 
the request of the University of Bordeaux and of the 
prefect of the Department of La Gironde. However, until 
1975 I had no contact with the Cameroonian authorities. 
It was the Cameroonian ambassador 1n Paris (a former 
classmate) who put me back in touch with Cameroon. 


He made a report. and | applied for a Cameroonian 
passport for the first time in 1975. And in 1976 I 
returned home to give a lecture. However, President 
Ahidjo did not receive me until May 1980. | was 
appointed a scientific adviser to the OAU [Organization 
of African Unity] by Edem Kodjo who, at the summit 
meeting of the organization in Lagos shook my hand and 
brought me to Ahidjo to introduce me to him. 


(JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What did you talk 
about in that meeting” 


[Higbe-Niend] Ahidjo wanted me to tell him about the 
activities in which I had been engaged. And. above all, he 
wanted to know what | was doing then. We had a frank 
conversation. I think that Ahidjo was a great man. I say 
this because this 1s what I think. Later, in Cameroon, he 
received me for two hours, while six cabinet ministers 
were awaiting their turn to see him. I said a great deal, it 
is true. but so did he. | wanted to explain to him the 
importance of technology and science for the African 
countries. He was deeply interested in what | told him. 
In 1978 I taught for one year at the University of 
Yaounde and then I left there. This was because, without 
my knowledge, the Camerooman leaders had taken 
action to abolish my position at the University of Bor- 
deaux. It was the French who told me! Later on, Ahidjo 
wanted io know how I had returned to France. That man 
took a broad view of conditions in the country. 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] Can you compare 
him to Paul Biya? 


[Higbe-Nlend] Absolutely not! They cannot be com- 
pared' I do not think that Paul Biya is capable of 
receiving an opponent in a one-to-one session. Perhaps | 
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am wrong. In any case, Ahidjo was not afraid of me. This 
does not mean that | approved of his policies. In any 
case, he understood. And I recall the last remark, which 
he made when I was leaving: “It 1s a good thing to talk. 
Now I understand who you are. We must keep in touch, 
and let each of continue to serve our country wherever he 
is’ [passage omitted] 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What is the real 
importance of the United Nations Commission on 
Technology” 


{Higbe-Nlend] It studies a certain number of questions 
and send the results to organizations in the UN system 
and to all of the member governments. Each government 
needs to have a scientific policy. Now the developing 
countries are unable to provide themselves with such a 
policy. So our commission helped the governments to 
develop their scientific and technical policies. [passage 
omitted] 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What do you think of 
South Africa? 


[Hiugbe-Nlend] The developments under way in that 
country are very positive. I think that De Klerk has 
chosen the mght course. He has understood that the 
interests of his country are served by the abolition of 
apartheid. [passage omitted] 


Because after all, it is still the most advanced country in 
Africa in the scientific area. This country ts going to give 
fantastic momentum to ail of southern Africa, once 
apartheid is abolished. This is the feeling that I had after 
my tnp to Zimbabwe. 


The South Africans want cooperation. They have devel- 
oped technologies as effective as Western technologies 
and furthermore have the advantage of being adapted to 
Africa. These people know that their destiny 1s in Africa 
and that they should take part in resolving Afmcan 
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problems. We need to think about that. This 1s a problem 
that should be studied at the OAU level. [passage 
omitted] 


[JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE] What do you think of 
the role of the IMF in Africa? 


[Higbe-Nlend] I have always said that structural adjust- 
ment would not resolve our problems. It has one advan- 
tage: 11 makes i possible to sensitize people to the 
question of management. It favors austerity but cannot 
resolve the fundamental problems. Putting people out of 
work is not a solution. However. our governments have 
had such mismanagement that perhaps it was necessary 
to take that step. People think that experts are in the best 
position to manage the affairs of a government. Look at 
Benin and the Ivory Coast. | think that this ts an error. 


I think that the third danger 1s that the strategies of the 
IMF and of the World Bank are outward looking strategies 
They are the opposite of the Lagos plan. They act as if the 
solution should come from abroad. The scientific activities 
of the World Bank are very important. However, its 
institutions are a kind of “no man’s land” for the people of 
the various African countries. Everything connected with 
them is foreign: the directors and the programs. One of 
them 1s in Ibadan, and another one 1s in Ethiopia. You can 
see the philosophy of outward direction taken to its highest 
point. What the World Sank does with its institutions 1s a 
little like what France has done with our cocwntnes. For 
example. in Cameroon, research institutions existed before 
independence. However, who studied in these institutions” 
What results did these institutions achieve? In fact. they 
came to our countries to study the best way of exploiting 
us. They undertook research into cacao, which they stored 
in France. Then they went to experiment with the results of 
this research in southeast Asia so that those people would 
compete with us. It was a scandal! You can have institu- 
tions like those that the World Bank sets up and still not 
develop. The Senegalese have had three centuries of colo- 
nization and, during those three centuries there has not 
been a single, Senegalese scientist. That 1s the reality. 
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Ethiopia 


‘Peace Commission’ Set Up To Contact Opposition 


EAO805 15091 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia 
Network in Amharic 1700 GMT 8 May 91 


[Text] A peace commission has been established today 
that represents the Ethiopian Government’s efforts to 
seek a lasting solution for the country and plan its future 
political situation by opening a dialogue in a joint forum 
with all opposition forces and forces striving for unity. 
The peace commission, which has been established 
through a State Council special decree, will follow up 
and implement the peaceful and political solutions pro- 
posed and passed by the third extraordinary congress of 
the National Shengo [parliament] on 22 April and will 
Carry Out its activities based on the objectives of safe- 
guarding and securing the unity of Ethiopia, in accor- 
dance with the Shengo resolutions. 


It has been stipulated in the decree’s introduction that 
the commission will make every effort to avert the 
dangers looming for Ethiopian unity, that peace and 
security should prevail, and that the country’s resources 
and manpower should be used for the development and 
improvement of the people’s lifestyle. As stressed by the 
National Shengo in its sessions, this is done by strength- 
ening these Shengo efforts aimed at solving the country’s 
peace problems. 


Among the duties and responsibilities of the commmi- 
sion are making contact with all opposition forces and 
forces of unity, preparing ground for a joint peace forum, 
and ensuring that the forum is established. This commis- 
sion will not only make the proper and necessary studies 
on issues that might be raised at the joint forum but also 
present the agreements reached by the joint forum to the 
concerned government members for approval and will 
follow up on their implementation with the government 
bodies concerned. 


National Campaign Headquarters Decree Released 


EA0205152591 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 27 Apr 91 


[State Council decree establishing the National Cam- 
paign Headquarters] 


[Excerpts] State Council Special Decree No. 27/1983: 
Special Decree issued by the State Council to establish 
the National Campaign Headquarters. Ethiopia first. 


Given that Ethiopian history, which has been preserved 
by her heroic children for centuries, is gravely endan- 
gered by the situation which has been created of late and 
which is very seriously threatening it; given that the 
concerted offensive and attack against Ethiopia aimed at 
dismembering Eritrea from its motherland, Ethiopia, as 
well as dismembering the rest of Ethiopia has been 
further intensified, irrespective of the repeated peace 
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calls by the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
{[PDRE] national Shengo [parliament], and has spread 
beyond the already disturbed areas to the relatively 
peaceful areas and is destabilizing the peace and security 
of the people in these areas, causing great damage to 
property and lives; given that the entire Ethiopian people 
have guaranteed, in the resolutions they have repeatedly 
passed, that they are ready to pay any sacrifice to defend 
the unity and territorial integrity of the country and 
thwart the arrogant war in safeguarding the unity and 
sovereignty of the country as well as to peacefully solve 
the problems in the northern part of our country, and 
that the attack on the people and the country has not 
stopped; given that the PDRE national Shengo, in its 
third extraordinary congress held on 22 April 1991, 
made a renewed peace call and, all earlier calls notwith- 
standing, made a call for general mobilization to contain 
the arrogant war aimed at dismembering Ethiopia, and 
decided to make the necessary preparations to imple- 
ment this mobilization; given that there is a need to 
establish one popular national campaign headquarters to 
supplement the national revolutionary campaign center 
previously set up, to enable this national campaign 
headquarters to score encouraging results within a short 
time by coordinating the activities of the mobilized 
personnel with those of the regular Army and people's 
militia to contain the war aimed against our country’s 
unity and sovereignty, the following has been decreed, in 
accordance with Article 83/1 of the Constitution. 


Part I: General: 


1. Short title: This decree can be cited as State Council 
Special Decree No. 27/1983, issued to establish the 
National Campaign Headquarters. 


2. Establishment: 


i. The National Campaign Headquarters is established 
through this special decree. 


Il. The National Campaign Headquarters shall be 
answerable to the national Shengo and, when the Shengo 
is not in session, to the State Council. 


3. To mobilize the people and coordinate the Army and the 
popular struggle to map out the necessary strategy to guar- 
antee the security and peace of the people and to give the 
appropriate directives so as to thwart and avoid the dangers 
looming over the country’s unity and sovereignty. 


4. Duties and responsibilities: 


I. The national campaign headquarters will have all 
necessary powers that will enable it to carry out its 
objectives and its projected goals. 


II. The issues mentioned in subarticle I of this article 
notwithstanding, the national campaign headquarters 
will have the following powers: 
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A. It will plan and give comprehensive directives to avert 
the destructive and serious dangers looming over the 
country’s unity and sovereignty. 


B. It will mobilize the people and deploy them alongside 
the people’s militia and the Armed Forces, organize 
them and lead them so as to enable them to fight against 
those forces which are out to disintegrate the unity of the 
country and that of the people, based on tribal differ- 
ences, and to destroy the sovereignty of the country. 


C. It will give directives for the training, organization, 
arming, and deployment for duty of a force that will 
carry out guerilla warfare in the zones as it deems 
necessary and follow up its implementation. 


D. It will give directives on ways and means of carrying out 
{word indistinct] activities inside and outside the country. 


E. It will make sure that the security and peace of the 
people is protected. 


F. It will prepare conducive ground for people and 
organizations to contribute financially and in kind. It 
will issue directives for the collection of the funds and 
will follow up and control their implementation. 


G. It will propose names of individuals who have con- 
tributed greatly to the activities of the headquarters for 
the award of medals and other prizes and for promotion. 


H. It will ensure that the necessary disciplinary action is 
taken against individuals who are not ready to take on 
the proper responsibilities of the campaign. 


I. It will present reports on the progress and implemen- 
tation of the campaign. 


5. Structure: The National Campaign headquarters shall 
have the following bodies: 


I. National Campaign Center. 

II. Zonal Campaign Center. 

Il. Area campaign center (?autonomous and adminis- 
trative area). 

IV. Provincial campaign center. 

V. Kebele campaign center. 

Part II: On the national campaign center. 


6. Duties and responsibilities: The national campaign center 
will implement the powers and responsibilities given to the 
National Campaign Headquarters in accordance with 
Article 4 of this special decree. It will issue appropriate 
directives on how to implement it at the town, area, prov- 
ince, and kebele levels and will coordinate. 


7. Structure: the national campaign center shall have the 
following bodies: 
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I. Executive committee. 
Il. Secretariat. 
III. Main departments and service sectors. 


8. Members and time of meeting of the executive com- 
mittee: 


I. The executive committee of the national campaign 
center shall have members appointed by the PDRE 
president. 


Il. The executive committee shall meet when the Repub- 
lic’s president calls a meeting. 


Ill. The executive committee shall have its own rules and 
regulations for its meetings. 


9. Duties and responsibilities of the executive committee: 
the execulive committee of the national campaign center 
shall have the following duties and responsibilities: 


I. It will map out detailed plans to thwart the dangers 
threatening the unity and sovereignty of the country to 
enable its plans to be implemented. 


II. It will plan for the mobilization of the people to stand 
alongside the Army and people’s militia and raise its 
united arm against those bent on creating tribal differ- 
ences so as to dismember the country and destabilize the 
peace and security of the people. It will also see to the 
implementation of the plan. 


Ill. It will work out modalities that will enhance the 
fighting spirit and discipline of the Army. 


IV. It will ensure the recruitment of people’s militia and 
security forces in all areas and properly organize, train, 
arm, and deploy them for campaign and patrol duties. 


V. It will mobilize the regular Army and the people's 
militia and give directives for them to carry out their 
responsibilities ably and in a coordinated manner, and to 
follow up the implementation of this campaign. 


VI. It will organize, direct, and coordinate sectors that 
are necessary for campaign logistics and support sec- 
tions. 


VIL. It will gather military intelligence and adapt it to 
campaign strategy. 


VIII. It will follow up and control the proper recruitment 
of the force that is needed for the campaign. 


IX. It will make the people participate in various activ- 
ities for the success of the campaign by coordinating the 
people, and will assign any Ethiopian on an individual or 
group basis for whatever activity it deems fit. When 
necessary, it will make use of private property, organi- 
zations, government, and people’s property for the sake 
of the campaign. 
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X. When it finds it necessary for the implementation of the 
campaign, it will coordinate, give directives and [word 
indistinct] government, private and popular organizations. 


XI. It will issue the appropriate directives for [word 
indistinct] activities within and outside the country. 


XII. It will carry out the construction work necessary for 
the campaign. 


XIII. It will ensure that areas, production and service 
providing institutions are properly protected. 


XIV. It will ensure that the country’s economic and 
social development plans are in line with the people’s 
aspirations and their interest in defending and safe- 
guarding the country’s unity. 


XV. It will plan the material and financial support that is 
needed by the campaign to safeguard the country’s unity 
and will ensure that the country’s annual budget and 
plan are in line with the struggle to safeguard the unity of 
the country and will follow up its implementation. 


XVI. It will ensure the collection of financial and material 
contributions from the people and various organizations 
and will coordinate the collection of the contributions. 


XVII. It will ensure that the financial and material 
contributions from the people and various organizations 
for the campaign budget, rations, and logistics are prop- 
erly used for the intended purposes and will control the 
implementation of this. 


XVIIL. It will propose names of individuals and organiza- 
tions who render good services for the campaign process and 
those who contribute in general for medals, prizes, and other 
awards, and propose individuals whose contributions and 
ability excel for promotion and awards. 


XIX. It will take the necessary disciplinary action against 
individuals who fail to carry out their campaign responsi- 
bilities. 

XX. It will direct and coordinate the activities of main 
departments and service sectors. 


XXI. It will present reports on the progress and imple- 
mentation of the campaign to the national Shengo or the 
State Council as appropriate. [passage omitted] 


50. Obligations to cooperate: 


I. Any government office, government, or private orga- 
nization or individual is obliged to cooperate in imple- 
menting this special decree. 


II. The Ministry of Interior and in particular the (?Polit- 
ical Department) has an obligation to cooperate in 
implementing this decree. 


51. (?Application of law): the National Campaign Head- 
quarters shall [words indistinct]. 
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52. Its relations with other laws. 


I. Any rules which contradict this special decree shall not be 
applicable in relation to issues within this special decree. 


II. This decree shall not affect the implementation of 
Decree No. 206/1973 on the urban dwellers’ association 
and Decree No. 223/1974 issued to strengthen peasant 
associations. 


53. Laws repealed: State Council special decree on the 
establishment of the National Revolutionary Campaign 
Department No. 25/1982 is superseded by this decree. 


54. Fine: Any individual who contravenes this special 
decree or hinders the implementation of this special decree 
shall be punished by the appropriate [word indistinct]. 


55. Enforcement of this special decree: This special 
decree shall be in force with effect from the date it is 
published in the official gazette. 


[Signed] in Addis Ababa, on 27 April 1991 by Mengistu 
Haile-Mariam, president of the PDRE. 


Uganda 


18 Charged With Treason To Stand Trial 20 May 


EA0705195891 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1400 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] Eighteen people arrested recently on charges of 
aiding and abetting rebellion in the north have appeared 
before the chief magistrate’s court in Kampala charged 
with treason. The 18 include the minister of state for 
foreign and regional affairs, Mr. Omara Atubo; a few 
other NRC [National Resistance Council] members; a 
former minister of rehabilitation, Mr. Andrew Adimola; 
and other leaders of the Uganda Nationalist Party, Mr. 
Tiberio Atwoma Okeny [as heard; eau records show 
Okeny as leader of National Liberal Party in 1984]. They 
were arrested between March and April in Apac, Lira, 
Gulu, Kitgum, and Kampala. 


The charge, read to the group by the chief magistrate, 
Mr. Edward (Bamwite), said between 1989 and March 
1991 in diverse places in the districts of Apac, Lira, 
Gulu, and Kitgum, Mr. Omara Atubo and the other 17, 
together with other people not before the court, con- 
trived a plot and expressed the plot by overt acts to 
change the lawful government of Uganda by force of 
arms. Chief Magistrate (Bamwite) told the 18 accused 
that his duty was only to inform them why they were 
brought before the court. He said their case is a capital 
offence which his lower court 1s not empowered to pass 
judgement upon but to commit the accused to the high 
court, where their case will be heard. He (?placed) on 
remand in custody pending the accomplishment of the 
investigations by the police. They will reappear in court 
for mention of their case on 20th May 1991. 
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‘Operation Stabilize’ Announced Against Violence 


MB0805 191791 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1900 GMT 8 May 91 


[Text] Cape Town May 8 SAPA—In view of continuing 
violence and information indicating possible further 
outbreaks, more police and Defence Force reinforce- 
ments have been deployed in unrest-torn areas on the 
Witwatersrand. 


This action, part of continuing and determined efforts to 
curb the violence, has been named “Operation Stabilise” 
and is the first of various planned measures to restore 
law and order in these areas. 


These areas have all already been proclaimed unrest 
areas in terms of the Public Safety Act. They are the 
following: 


Soweto, Alexandra, Meadowlands, Diepkloof, Dobson- 
ville, Tembisa, Tokoza, Katlehong and Vosloorus. 


Intensified security measures will include roadblocks, 
cordon and search operations and stricter enforcement 
of curfews between 21:00 [1900 GMT] and 04:00. 


It is realised that these measures will inconvenience 
many township residents but I am convinced that law- 
abiding citizens will realise the necessity of restoring 
peace to troubled areas. 


A ban on all open-air gatherings, with the exception of 
bona-fide church and sport gatherings, as well as 
funerals, will come into effect from tomorrow in the 
above-mentioned areas for 14 days. Permission for gath- 
erings can however be granted by regional commis- 
sioners of police. 


I have not taken this step lightly and I trust that all 
freedom- and peace-loving South Africans will realise 
that I have no choice but to take such measures in an 
effort to end the violence. These measures should there- 
fore be seen as evidence of the government’s commit- 
ment towards bringing peace to these troubled areas in 
order to facilitate the negotiation process. 


I would also like to urgently appeal to all leaders to urge 
their followers to refrain from violence and to take firm 
steps to ensure this message reaches all their supporters. 


I wish to give the assurance that the police are prepared 
for any eventuality and that strict action will be taken 
against perpetrators of violence. 


Police Raid Squatter Settlement 


MB0905065591 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0543 GMT 9 May 91 


Johannesburg May 9 SAPA—Hundreds of heavily 
armed policemen on Thursday morning launched a 
lightning raid on the Mandela Park squatter settlement 
in Daveyton, Springs, in search of illegal weapons. 
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The dawn operation came barely hours after Minister of 
Law and Order Adriaan Vlok announced in Cape Town 
that more policemen and troops would be deployed in 
violence-scarred townships on the reef. Named “‘Opera- 
tion Stabilise’’, Mr Vlok said on Wednesday night it was 
the first of many measures aimed at restoring law and 
order in the affected areas. 


Releasing details of the raid, Witwatersrand police offi- 
cial Capt Opperman told SAPA on Thursday morning, 
the police entered Daveyton at about 6.30am and sealed 
off the camp. 


“Hundreds of police are taking part in the operation. 
And it will continue for some time today. Unfortunately, 
we will only have details of arrests and the confiscation 
of weapons when the police return later in the day. But, 
we emphasise that it is a full-blown operation. 


“We would also like to make it clear that the police 
expect the ANC [African National Congress] to com- 
plain about the search just as Inkatha complains when- 
ever we search their places,” said Capt Opperman. 


Inkatha Welcomes New Measures 


MB0905093691 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 9 May 91 


[Text] The Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] has welcomed 
the new security regulations announced by Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok. Central Committee 
member Senzo Mfayela says the IFP welcomes any 
moves towards ending the violence. He says that it must 
be remembered that the causes of the violence go beyond 
the political, to socioeconomic factors. He says these 
issues also need to be addressed. Mfayela called on all 
communities not to react to rumors in the townships, but 
to report them to a responsible leader, to be sorted out. 


Mandela Says De Klerk Meets 2 ‘Key’ Demands 


MB0805 204591 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1959 GMT 8 May 91 


[By Clyde Russell] 


[Text] Johannesburg May 8 SAPA—An ANC [African 
National Congress] organised sit-in at the Johannesburg 
magistrates’ court ended on Wednesday night after 
Nelson Mandela told the protestors that two key ANC 
demands had been met during his meeting with Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk earlier in the day. 


ANC Women’s League PWV [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, 
Vereeniging} region publicity secretary, Ms Feroza Adam, 
told SAPA Mr Mandela had phoned and told the 100-plus 
women occupying the court that Mr de Klerk had agreed to 
the closure or conversion of hostels to family units—and 
also that all weapons, except for assegais and sticks, should 
be banned from public meetings. 
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Mr Mandela apparently made no mention of another key 
condition in the ANC’s May 9 ultimatum to the govern- 
ment on violence—the firing of security ministers 
Adriaan Vlok (law and order) and Magnus Malan 
(defence). 


The womens’ sit-in was also discussed at the meeting 
between Mr Mandela and Mr de Klerk, according to Ms 
Adam, adding Mr Mandela took time out from the 
meeting to phone the protesters at the court. 


The ANC leader told the women, led by league Deputy 
President Albertina Sisulu, that the ANC’s memo- 
randum to the government had taken three hours to 
discuss. 


Ms Adam said the ANC women had decided to end their 
protest action because some of their demands had been 
addressed. 


The nine-hour occupation of the court ended peacefully, 
although Ms Adam said at times the police had been 
“getting quite heavy”. 


“But we told them they would have to drag us out of the 
building,” she said, adding that the chief magistrate had 
been “very positive”’. 


‘Good Progress’ Reported in Talks 


MB0905053291 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 9 May 91 


[Text] The state president, Mr. F. W. de Klerk, says that 
good progress was made during yesterday’s talks with the 
deputy president of the ANC [African National Con- 
gress], Mr. Nelson Mandela, but that he cannot commit 
himself to any statement at this stage. 


Mr. de Klerk was speaking at a function where he 
received the Pretoria Press Club’s Newsmaker of the 
Year award for the second consecutive year. The runner- 
up for the award was Mr. Mandela, who did not attend 
the function. 


Mr. de Klerk had to leave the meeting to attend the press 
club’s function, but his advisors and those of Mr. Man- 
dela continued with the talks that lasted for six hours. 


Mr. de Klerk said the talks would continue today and 
that a statement would be released afterwards. Our 
political news staff reports that Mr. Mandela seemed 
positive about the outcome of the talks and said that if a 
few problems could be solved, real negotiations could 
begin in South Africa. 


During his speech at the press club, Mr. de Klerk said the 
government would not be immobilized by the dead- 
locked situation that had prevailed in the past few weeks. 
He called on all interested parties in South Africa to 
participate in the peace conference on the 24th and 25th 
of this month. 
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Mr. de Klerk said parties should not politicize the issue 
of violence, but that they should accept the government's 
good intentions to stop the violence. Any effort to 
politicize the issue would not be in the best interests of 
the people of South Africa. 


Mr. de Klerk condemned sit-ins, describing them as a 
form of intimidation. He said there was an open door, 
and that there was no need for protest or for people to 
break the law to get the rights they were asking for. Mr. 
de Klerk said the government was dedicated and com- 
mitted to these rights being given as soon as possible. 


Mr. de Klerk was assisted in the talks by the minister of 
constitutional development, Dr. Gerrit Viljoen, and Mr. 
Mandela by the ANC’s foreign affairs director, Mr. 
Thabo Mbeki. 


Our political news staff reports that it is not known 
whether Mr. de Klerk will take part in today’s talks, and 
that the venue has not been disclosed. 


ANC Commentary on Ending Township Violence 


EA0905105991 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom 
in English to South Africa 1900 GMT 7 May 91 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Compatriots, the regime is only left with two days 
from now to meet the deadline of ending the violence. 
The regime keeps on blaming our movement for the 
violence that is sweeping our country, but at the same 
time it does not seem to be doing anything to protect our 
people and bring to books the perpetrators of this vio- 
lence. 


Since the beginning of this week more than 50 people 
have been cold-bloodedly killed by the elements of 
reaction. The aim of this situation is to inflict fear on 
those who are for liberation in our country. The violence 
was meant to destroy the movement, but by now the 
regime must have realized that to destroy the movement 
is not only a difficult task but a task that we continue to 
prove to be impossible. From the gathering that was 
suppressed by the leaders of Inkatha during the weekend 
one can draw the impression that the regime is having a 
hand in the continuation of this situation. Inkatha 
leaders have pointed it plainly out that they are giving 
our movement seven days to end the violence. Is this not 
contrary to the deadline that we gave the regime? Our 
deadline is [word indistinct] two days and so far none of 
our demands have been made. 


On the 9th of this month is the day in which we will be 
announcing our suspension of talks with this regime. We 
cannot talk to this regime over the coffins of our people. 
Thus, if the regime does not meet our demands then 
other means of struggle will be considered. 


The negotiations that we are prepared to enter into with 
the regime is about the dismantling of the apartheid 
system. The regime must declare unlawful the carrying of 
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weapons—cultural, traditional, or otherwise—at assem- 
blies, processions, rallies, and so on. We again demand 
that the regime must rusticate all the officers of the 
South African Defense Force and the South African 
Police who bear direct responsibility for the setting up 
and management of the crimes of the CCB [Civil Coop- 
eration Bureau] and other hit squads. The visible and 
public dismantling and disbanding of all counterinsur- 
gency units such as the the askaris, [word indistinct], and 
the CCB. These are the demands of the people of South 
Africa who are freedom and peace-lovers. There is no 
possibility that within the two days of the deadline the 
regime would have met these demands. Instead of the 
regime meeting our demands, it continues to use [words 
Indistinct] to achieve its political goals. 


Compatriots, let us prepare ourselves for any eventuality 
that we might face ahead of us. We demanded that the 
single hostels in our townships be dismantled and/or 
turned into proper family houses. These are places where 
the hooligans of the regime are meeting to discuss their 
plans to attack our communities. A fully-fledged com- 
mission of inquiry should be established to look into the 
[word indistinct] of our people. Let De Klerk live up to 
his word and promises. To those of the Inkatha Freedom 
Party who the regime and its perpetrators of apartheid 
are seeking to use to attack our people, we say to them, 
refrain from the dirty work that you are doing. We say so 
because there is ample evidence that some of the hostel 
dwellers are always threatened with losing their work if 
they do not participate in carrying out such attacks. 
[music]. 


Compatriots, the regime bears direct responsibility for 
the situation that is today prevailing in our country. 
Some of the hostel dwellers who have decided not to be 
part and parcel of the killers of their own people are 
always threatened with losing their land when they 
return back to their rural areas. However, our people 
should continue building defense units, peace units, and 
mobilizing for the total onslaught against this regime. De 
Klerk has proved not to be sincere to our people and the 
whole world. We have long been questioning his integ- 
rity. The international community should step up the 
maintenance of sanctions against this regime. Apartheid 
is still alive, taking a new tactic. De Klerk must stop with 
immediate effect running the whole world [as heard] and 
telling our international friends that his cruel inhumane 
system has been dismantled. 


Today thousands of sons and daughters of our mother- 
land are still languishing in exile. Thousands are still in 
the apartheid dungeons. More than 250 political trials 
are being conducted, with more than 1,585 accused. This 
shows how insincere is this regime of De Klerk. There is 
no way in which the regime can stop our people from 
fighting for their rights. De Klerk failed to tame his 
police and army personnel. These two security bodies 
have proved to be incapable of protecting our people. 
Instead they are the ones who are assisting the vigilantes 
to continue killing our people. Compatriots, let us [words 
indistinct] unite. Let us consolidate whatever victories 
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we have scored so far. Our cherished goal of the non- 
racial, non-sexist democratic South Africa is not far from 
being realized. This we must achieve whether De Klerk 
likes it or not. 


The uncovered plan of the assassination and elimination 
of ANC [African National Congress] members and 
leaders at regional and local levels will not stop the 
struggle of our people and their organization, the ANC. 
This we have made it known to the regime: any assassi- 
nation of any of our leaders or members will directly be 
(?paid) on the shoulders of the regime. De Klerk and his 
ministers, including their supporters fear democracy. We 
once again reaffirm to them that they cannot be referee 
[and] player at the same time. If they are sincere about a 
new constitution for our country, then they should allow 
the creation of a constituent assembly. The ANC is the 
one which initiated the peace process and again it is the 
one which is committed to keeping that process on track. 
It is us again who lose from the violence and it is our 
people who are killed. It is again our resources which are 
absorbed in combatting the violence. Hence we are 
saying we cannot continue to talk or negotiate over the 
coffins of our people. 


We are not gaining anything from the violence. It is not 
our violence but the violence of the regime. So that 
means the regime is the one which is gaining. Our 
demands to the regime are indeed very reasonable, hence 
we see no need for the regime to delay or ignore them. If 
we are gaining from the violence, as the regime puts it, 
then why should we demand the dismantling of all the 
killer squads or groups. Why did we have to suspend our 
armed struggle? Compatriots, here we must understand 
that we are dealing with a monster. We are dealing [with] 
a beast. The last kicks of this beast are detrimental. Let 
us be prepared for any eventuality ahead of us. The 
struggle continues. Violence will not stop us from 
attaining our victory. [vernacular slogan] All power to 
the people. 


Tribalism Said ‘Important Element’ in Violence 


MB0705130791 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 May 91 p 14 


[Article by Patrick Laurence: “Ethnic Thread in Tangled 
Fabric”) 


[Text] Zulus are attacked “just because they are Zulu 
people’, Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] leader Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi declares of the latest violence in Soweto. 


It is a matter of ongoing and even acrimonious debate 
whether Chief Buthelezi is sombrely warning his tribal 
kinsmen on the reality of anti-Zulu hostility, or whether 
he is expediently trying to drive Zulus into the IFP. 


Either way his accusation against African National Con- 
gress [ANC] forces underlines once again that there is an 
ineradicable tribal dimension to the fighting. 
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Yet there is a curious reluctance in radical and even 
liberal circles to recognise the power of tribalism or, to 
use a more respectable term, ethno-nationalism, as a 
factor in the intra-black conflict. 


Tribalism, like apartheid, is a dirty word in South Africa. 
Tribalist is a label of abuse, used to hang around the 
necks of political foes or rival political organisations. 


It is associated with bigotry and often serves as a 
synonym for collaborator. The link between apartheid 
and tribalism has been built up over more than four 
decades. 


The legacy of apartheid lives on in the midst of President 
de Klerk’s attempts to discard the past and excise racist 
laws from the statute book. He has reserved—or wants to 
reserve—places at the negotiating table for leaders of the 
10 black “nation states” recognised under the Bantu Self 
Government Act, an archetypical apartheid law. 


His strategy is seen by supratribal movements, primarily 
the African National Congress, as a shrewd manoeuvre 
to deploy tribalism to weaken their influence. 


Thus when tribalism surfaces in the political arena, it is 
seen as the product of sinister divide-and-rule machina- 
tions by Mr de Klerk’s security forces. Marxist theory, 
with its emphasis on class interests, is often used to 
explain tribalism away or, at least, downplay it. 


Marxism, influencing the ANC’s ideological outlook via 
its alliance partner, the South African Communist Party, 
blurs reality. The reluctance to comprehend fully the 
failure of the socialist economic system is matched by 
disinclination to recognise the power of ethnicity. 


The rise of ethnically based nationalisms in the Baltic 
states and the prevalence of inter-ethnic conflict in vast 
areas of the Soviet Union, is often glossed over. 


Closer to home, the intra-black violence which has swept 
through black townships around Johannesburg since 
August last year, claiming at least 1,000 lives, is not 
regarded as intrinsically tribal; it is perceived as the 
product of a sinister strategy by a state-linked “third 
force” aimed at weakening the ANC. 


An ANC discussion paper on the violence draws atten- 
tion to the calculated revival of tribally based political 
parties in the “homelands” as the prospect of all-party 
talks on a new constitution becomes more tangible. 


But the conflict in townships around Johannesburg has 
an unmistakable tribal colouring. At its blood-strained 
cutting edge, it has pitted Zulu migrant workers, pro- 
claiming loyalty to the IFP, against Xhosa-speaking 


people. 


Men have been slain because of their tribal affinity. 
ideological loyalty has been immaterial. Tribal tensions 
are unfortunately and perhaps ineluctably fuelled by 
structural factors. 
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The IFP started life as a specifically Zulu movement but 
has since undergone two important changes: first it 
opened its ranks to all blacks and then, only last year, it 
invited people of all races to join. But even after its latest 
metamorphosis Inkatha remains—for the time being, at 
any rate—a predominantly Zulu organisation. 


The ANC is a supra-tribal organisation with a long and 
proud record of non-racialism. But most of its important 
national posts are occupied by Xhosas. 


Its president, deputy president, secretary-general, inter- 
national affairs supremo and information chief are all 
Xhosas. So, too, is the chief of staff of its underground 
army, Chris Hani. Its effective leader and deputy presi- 
dent, Nelson Mandela, is a member of a royal Xhosa 
family. The two strongest contenders to succeed him are 
Xhosas, Mr Hani and Thabo Mbeki. 


Xhosa pre-eminence in the ANC’s top leadership is 
matched by the small number of Zulus in its upper ranks. 
One of the few prominent Zulus on the ANC national 
executive is Jacob Zuma, the ANC intelligence chief. 


The imbalance—the more than 6 million Zulus consti- 
tute the biggest ethnic group in South Africa—explains 
why some Zulus are suspicious of the ANC as “a Xhosa 
organisation”. 


The ethnic skewing of Inkatha generally and the ANC at 
leadership level means that Inkatha-ANC rivalry tends 
all too easily to degenerate into inter-tribal animosity. 
Rhetorical statements occasionally resonate with tribal 
undertones or even overtones. 


Thus, where the ANC has specifically demanded the 
dissolution of the KwaZulu “bantustan”’, it has a cosy 
relationship with the leader of the Xhosa “bantustan”’, 
Transkei’s General Bantu Holomisa. The contrast has 
been noted by Inkatha leaders and interpreted as evi- 
dence of tribal bias against the Zulu people. 


In moments of stress Chief Buthelezi has deployed the 
language of tribalism. Thus he has accused the ANC- 
aligned Congress of Traditional Leaders of being a 
“spear thrust into the heart of the Zulu nation”. 


But it is as misleading to magnify tribalism as it is to 
deny its existence. Tribalism or ethno-nationalism is an 
important element in the conflict, one which may be 
particularly amenable to manipulation by the security 
forces. But, in the end, it is only one of several factors in 
a complex political equation. 


In Natal the savage conflict between ANC-aligned forces 
and Inkatha loyalists has been intra-Zulu. The divide has 
been ideological, not tribal. 


In the Transvaal there has been a class factor in the 
conflict. The Zulu fighters with their distinctive red 
bandanas, have been drawn largely from the ranks of 
migrant workers living in the hostels. 
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Armed with their “traditional weapons”, they have 
fought savage battles while some of their Zulu kinsmen, 
living permanently in the townships, have either been 
neutral or have even sided with ANC forces. 


After the ANC’s national conference in July, and the 
infusion of “new blood” from the men who manned the 
front ranks of the United Democratic Front during the 
1980s, the ANC will almost certainly reflect a more 
balanced ethnic mix. 


Inkatha, too, is broadening its ethnic and racial base and, 
according to its spokesmen, is now recruiting Xhosas in 
the eastern Cape, Tswanas in the western Transvaal and 
whites all over South Africa. 


3 Bodies Found in Soweto; Death Toll 66 in May 


MB0605 160191 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in Afrikaans 
1400 GMT 6 May 91 


[Text] The police have found three more bodies in 
Soweto, which brings the death toll since May Day, last 
Wednesday [1 May], to 66. A police spokesman says the 
situation in Soweto this afternoon is quiet but tense. 


Police Capture 600 AK-47 Weapons in 1991 


MB0605173291 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1600 GMT 6 May 91 


[Text] The minister of law and order, Mr. Adriaan Vlok, 
has announced that the police have seized 600 AK-47 
rifles and a large quantity of other arms and ammunition 
since the beginning of this year. Mr. Vlok made the 
announcement during the debate on his budget vote in 
Parliament this afternoon. 


PAC Deputy Chairman Moseneke on Objectives 


MB0305152091 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 2045 GMT 2 May 91 


[Interview with Pan-Africanist Congress Deputy 
Chairman Ernest Moseneke by Penny Smythe on the 
“Agenda” Program—live] 


[Text] [Smythe] I'd like to introduce Mr. Ernest 
Moseneke, the deputy chairman of the PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress] to the Agenda Studio. There seems 
to be a little confusion here, watching that film [video 
background report on the PAC] and reading various 
articles about the PAC on this One Settler, One Bullet 
slogan. Now, has this become a bit of an albatross 
around the neck of the party? 


[Moseneke] Well, you know, slogans are slogans. Any 
self-respecting party would have principles. You've only 
to look at those and examine them. 


[Smythe] Where did it come from, the slogan, in the first 
place? Who coined the phrase? 
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[Moseneke] Well, essentially, it is a call that you would 
find in a liberatory movement, which we are. It seeks to 
express the right of the oppressed and the dispossessed 
African people to defend themselves, to deal with an 
unjust and racist regime. It is intended to encapsulate the 
aspirations of our people to transform... 


[Smythe, interrupting] Would you say, to defend or, 
perhaps, rather, to attack? 


[Moseneke] Well, certainly, to defend. Look, I think it 
should be understood: The African people over centu- 
ries, for that matter, found themselves not only dispos- 
sessed of land to which they had a right in their own 
country of birth; they found themselves being kept out of 
the critical economic activities within the country in 
which they lived. It is common cause that we have stayed 
out of the political process of our country for well over 
300 years. 


There is no question about the fact that that situation 
had to be addressed, and it was essential to formulate 
strategies which will seek to address what was an unjust 
system by any description. In many ways, we're happy to 
note that government, the present regime, has come to a 
point where they themselves realize that the system was 
in every sense unjust, it was undemocratic, it was pre- 
mised primarily on land dispossession, on a system that 
knew no equality before the law and, above all, that 
ensured that there was a near-total degradation of the 
African people within a country that is their own. 


[Smythe] Right. Could I just go back to this slogan for a 
second, because I think if people in the street know 
nothing about the PAC, they know that slogan. | think 
for a lot of people it is a little disquieting and, as I said, 
there seems to be a little confusion in the party itself as 
to how valid it is. What is the concensus within the party 
as to the validity of a slogan like this? 


{Moseneke] I think within those members of our party 
who are part and parcel of the African people’s liberation 
army, or Azanian People’s Liberation Army, APLA for 
short, and many other members within the PAC, from 
time to time use One Settler, One Bullet, and perhaps it 
is time to explain that fairly clearly: Settler has nothing 
to do with the color of a person, it has nothing to do with 
race. It has everything to do with a particular person’s 
capacity, as well as actual conduct, of oppressing others. 
Perhaps more appropriately one should be talking about 
One Oppressor, One Bullet, which actually encapsulates 
what was intended initially. 


[Smythe] Do you think that the sort of mass of people 
out there, who may or not be your supporters, actually 
understand that? Surely that is a fairly sort of blatant call 
to arms, which really tends to appeal to man’s more basic 
instincts? 


[Moseneke] Penny, we've been subjected to man’s most 
basic instinct. Try to think of... 
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[Smythe, interrupting] Alright, but now you're trying to 
get away from that. You're trying to change it. 


[Moseneke] Yes, but you see, part of the problem of our 
country is: Think of the extent of institutionalized vio- 
lence that has been brought to bear on our people for 
centuries on end. The facile and, you know, the often- 
repeated criticism of that particular slogan surprises me 
to no end. 


[Smythe] Would you not feel a little concerned if that 
was put to you as a party slogan? Would you not feel a 
little upset about that? And given the fact that you want 
to change the system, this system of violence which you 
say, surely that is a violence making, or creating slogan in 
itself for a lot of people? 


[Moseneke] I don’t think so. Only up to 15 months ago, 
you know, there was forced removals in this country, 
forced detention, people were jailed, and state structures, 
essentially in an institutionalized way used, primarily, 
violence to keep down the majority of the people. This is 
a society that has been premised, and that has been bred 
on violence, and I would imagine [change of thought] I 
was talking to a colleague of mine lately who is part of 
the National Party [NP], and they have some horn which 
I am told contains gun powder, which was the logo of the 
NP—and I think it probably is, still now—which is 
supposed to be a symbol of their capacity to be able to 
use arms in order to be able to retain their privileged 
position. Now, we must begin to introduce balance in 
our reasoning and treatment of issues before us. 


[Smythe] Would you say that, that was reasonable, that 
particularly idea? 


{Moseneke] No, I’m saying ... 


[Smythe, interrupting] Is it sort of party policy, that 
slogan, or would you say that it’s time to actually, you 
know, denounce that, start with something else? The 
party has moved on from that stage? 


[Moseneke] I think the minute we create a democratic 
society, the minute, in fact, we accept all our citizens as 
equals, the minute we ensure that we live in a society free 
from institutionalized and other forms of violence, there 
will be no need for bullets, and hopefully settlers will 
become part and parcel of African community. 


[Smythe] He made the point there—one of the speakers 
on the film we saw—that a settler has got nothing to do 
with color, as you say. It is someone who is committed to 
Africa, and African nationalism. Does that mean that 
somebody coming from overseas, from another country, 
not necessarily yours, but an African country or wher- 
ever, will not in your idea be allowed to maintain their 
own individual nationality, that they would have to be 
only ... 


{Moseneke, interrupting] No, it doesn’t mean that. Let's 
look at what our history was. Our history was—we had 
persons come to live in our motherland. When that 
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happened, they usurped and kept all power to them- 
selves, and by and large saw themselves within the mold 
of Europe, transplanted into Africa. And we were so 
often told about values of Europe that must be kept and 
maintained against the whores from Africa. And we in 
turn, in the PAC say, and rather justly I think so, we 
say—one, you've got to identify yourself with the aspi- 
rations of the people you live with. Indeed so in China if 
you go to China, in Japan if you go to Japan... 


{[Smythe, interrupting] But you retain, most possibly. 
your own identity? 


{Moseneke] You could retain whatever cultural links you 
want to keep with whoever. The fundamental question 
is, we have a situation where the indigenous were not 
even allowed to be part of the political process, and if 
you formulate policy for a liberation movement, you 
touchstone would be, everybody else who lives in 
Africa—so too in America, so too in Germany, or where 
else—should identify and form part and parcel of the 
majority of people within the country where she or he 
finds herself or himself. That’s amply reasonable. 


[Smythe] All right. As far as the armed struggle is 
concerned, there have been various calls for the PAC to 
stop the armed struggle, to go on to the negotiation trail, 
etcetera, etcetera. Do you feel that the armed struggle is 
the only way to go for the PAC? No negotiations at all? 
And what do you hope to achieve by maintaining your 
armed struggle? 


[Moseneke] Now, the PAC has formulated two basic 
positions. If you look at out congress resolutions in 
December—where, by the way, we showed our love for 
democracy by electing leaders democratically, and set- 
ting up structures democratically—we said there is a 
peaceful way of creating a democratic society, of 
addressing the central question in our formulation, the 
land question, and the whole economic problem of our 
country. And we said clearly that would be through a 
constituent assembly. And as logic would dictate, in the 
absence thereof, we reserve to ourselves the right to use 
all other means that would lead toward a democracy, and 
those means would, in certain circumstances, include the 
armed struggle. 


[Smythe] What form does the armed struggle take? 


{Moseneke] It would take all sorts of forms. It would take 
anything from resistance from governmental coercion in 
the absence of a democracy—because a government 
without a democracy 1s really a government by coercion. 
It would take that form, right across to certain levels of 
fighting if this might be necessary. But the fundamental 
point | man making is this—this trend intrigues me 
again—I haven't quite heard anybody say to govern- 
ment: it’s about time you disband the Army, or the police 
force, which, in our view, are illegitimate in many ways. 
Now, this is so precisely for the reason that, I think the 
African people have a right to reserve to themselves 
protection, the right to ensure that if no democracy 
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eventuates, they will in fact be able to fall back on all 
forms of struggle they might conceive. 


[Smythe] Who do you see yourself aligned more closely 
to, the ANC [African National Congress] or Inkatha? 


{Moseneke] Penny, it’s a very divisive question you're 
asking, isn’t it? It’s one of those questions which are 
intended to emphasize differences, and I’m rather reluc- 
tant to answer such a question. Let me put the PAC 
position fairly broadly. It’s basic common sense that if 
you suffer from the same disadvantage as people 
without, for instance, a vote in this country, as people 
who are landless in this country, as people who are out of 
the economic process of this country, that you would 
want to form one bloc in order to deal with your 
problem. 


[Smythe] So do you see yourself aligning [changes 
thought] You have already spoken with the ANC for the 
first time in, what 1s it, 30 years, earlier this year. Do you 
see the same situation happening with Inkatha, then? 


{Moseneke] We'll be talking to Inkatha. A meeting has 
been scheduled. I think details will be announced 
shortly, and it will be at fairly high level. We see 
members of Inkatha every much as part and parcel of the 
oppressed in this country, and we think that their proper 
role—so, too, our role and the role of the ANC and many 
other people who seek to establish a peaceful, pros- 
perous, and democratic country—that they should join 
hands in order to ensure that the transition 1s complete. 


[Smythe] But surely that will eventually [changes 
thought] Ultimately, it has to involve the government, 
that negotiation process? 


{Moseneke] It will have to involve everybody who lives 
in this country, and that 1s why we have suggested a 
democratic formula. That is why we, the PAC, have said: 
Well, the first step is actually to go and seek legitimacy. 


[Smythe] Do you think these negotiations, these talks 
that you're having with the various other parties, will 
actually lead to a cessation of violence in the townships? 


{Moseneke] Without doubt. The mght way to go ts 
actually to bring people together, to make them under- 
stand the need to create a new, better society, and to 
make them understand that one of the touchstones of 
that type of exercise 1s, initially, to be able to build unity, 
particularly among the ranks of those who are oppressed. 
and who are disadvantaged. So, in our view, that would 
be the one clear way to go. If that were to occur, think of 
it for a moment: If there was no party rivalry one way or 
the other. we'd actually be having no certain levels of 
violence. [sentence as heard] That's not the only source, 
obviously, but certain levels of violence would be cut out 
thereby. 


[Smythe] Do you think that certain of the violence is 
caused by various people trying to establish their posi- 
tion at this stage, and to gain strength in that position 
through violence? 
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{Moseneke] Penny, the causes of violence are mulltilat- 
eral. They are many. One of the causes would be, you 
know, political hegemony, or a fight for political space. 
In my view, the principal cause would certainly be 
various agencies and structures related to, or forming 
part of, the state. You need not be a genius to understand 
that the violence is surely orchestrated. Somebody opens 
up a train door and mows down 15. 20 people with fairly 
sophisticated arms, and just disappears. We've had the 
Strange situation where there’s been no success on the 
part of the police to prosecute most of these people. And 
most of these are done in broad daylight. 


[Smythe] Well, I think that it’s granted that there are 
obviously various reasons why the violence is there. and 
the various leaders who have called on their parties to 
actually get together, your own PAC leader. etcetera, 
with the ANC, to call and stop internecine violence, 
etcetera. [sentence as heard] So this... 


{[Moseneke, interrupting] That's just the one part. I'm 
saying that the other principal source of violence should 
surely be placed at the door of the state. and above all—I 
mean, de facto government as they are—they have 
managed for centuries to put down revolts of millions of 
our people, and suddenly they can’t put down this level 
of violence which has led to the death of 8.000 people. 
The point I’m really making: internecine violence is one 
thing. It’s good to occupy the moral high ground and say: 
Look at them, they are killing each other. But actually, 
one should go further and say that there is a force that is 
busy ensuring and fanning the violence in order to 
occupy the moral high ground, and that 1s totally unac- 
ceptable. 


[Smythe] Well, we hope your discussions, inter-party, 
will be of some benefit in this particular situation. Thank 
you very much for coming along to Agenda tonight. 


[Moseneke] Thank you. We're looking to that, and if 
there 1s unity among the oppressed. remember, there will 
be peace in this country. Then, and then only. 


Pik Botha Discusses U.S. Sanctions Stand 


MBO0705 162891 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1530 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] Parliament May 7 SAPA—The Bush administra- 
tion had stated repeatedly that the goalposts for lifting 
sanctions against South Africa would not be shifted, the 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said on 
Tuesday. 


Replying to debate on his department's budget vote, he 
said the conditions for lifting the Comprehensive Anti- 
Apartheid Act (CAAA] were clear cut and not open to 
reinterpretation. 


Both he and the state president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, had 
been struck by Mr Bush's force of character, and his 
commitment to his beliefs. 
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Mr Botha believed the government's present actions 
would soon meet the CAAA requirements for lifting 
sanctions, and he had little doubt that when the time 
came the Bush administration would take the lead in 
ensuring this was done. 


However he could not give a guarantee on this. There 
were still groups that wanted not only to retain, but 
intensify, sanctions. 


The department was monitoring the situation. It did not 
want to act 100 aggressively in the United States for fear 
of provoking a negative reaction. 


The momentum against sanctions worldwide was 
already strong enough, and he believed this would con- 
tribute to the U.S. lifting sanctions. 


Mr Botha also said that while in the past visits to African 
countries by South African premiers had been regarded 
as a major breakthrough, the government could now 
hardly manage the traffic. 


“We go openly, they come openly. We do not need to go 
cap in hand to any countries in the world ... 


“This president has a case to put to the world. He ts 
believed and he is welcomed.” 


Denies Military Involvement in Angola 


MB0705 162291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1534 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] Parliament May 7 SAPA—South Africa was not 
involved in fighting in Angola but was trying to play a 
reconciliatory role between the government and rebels 
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there. the minister of foreign affairs. Mr Pik Botha. said 
on Tuesday. Speaking in the debate on his vote. he said: 
“South Africa is not in any way involved in Angola.” 
Talk of South African involvement in Angola were only 
rumours and could not be substantiated by those who 
made the allegations. 


The head of the SADF [South African Defense Force] 
had also denied any South African involvement there. 
The Cuban withdrawal from Angola was on schedule and 
was proceeding in an orderly manner. Mr Botha assured 
Mr Fanie Jacobs (CP [Conservative Party] Losberg) 
there was not one Cuban on the banks of the Orange 
River. 


Supports Mozambican Peace Talks 


MB0705 161791 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1535 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] Parliament May 7 SAPA—South Africa actively 
supported the peace process in Mozambique and had 
been in Rome at talks between the Frelimo [Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front] government and Renamo 
{Mozambique National Resistance] which resumed on 
Monday [6 May] night, the minister of foreign affairs. 
Mr Pik Botha, said on Tuesday. 


Speaking in the debate on his department's vote, he said 
the weekend attack at Ressano Garcia was regrettable 
and although South Africa was not involved, officials at 
nearby Komatipoort had opened the border to refugees 
fleeing the attack. The refugees were given shelter and 
medical aid. Only those still receiving medical attention 
had not returned to Ressano Garcia. A meeting about the 
attack would be attended by South African representa- 
tives in Maputo on Friday. 
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Angola 


Luanda Issues Declaration on Estoril Peace Accords 


MB0705082691 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] In a declaration issued in Luanda yesterday, the 
government of the People’s Republic of Angola expresses 
its great joy at the successful conclusion of a long process 
of talks with UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola], under Portuguese mediation, 
and with the USSR and the United States as observers. 


The Angolan Government declaration points out that 
the signing of peace agreements for Angola in Bicesse, 
Estoril, on the outskirts of Lisbon, on | May, opens 
instant prospects for a quick establishment of a new era 
of peace in Angola and the creation of indispensable 
conditions for the participation of all the Angolan people 
in the country’s political, economic, and social life. 
Accordingly, in the declaration, the government of the 
People’s Republic of Angola expresses gratitude to the 
USSR and the United States for the constant attention 
paid to the negotiating process, thus contributing to its 
successful conclusion. 


The Angolan Government declaration also says: During 
this period of renewed hope, the Government of the 
People’s Republic of Angola would like to call on all 
Angolan people, including members of other political 
parties, as well as professional, social or cultural organi- 
zations, to display maximum decency and vigilance. 
avoiding the use of the difference of ideas as a pretext to 
prolong violence and intolerance. 


In conclusion, the Angolan Government declaration 
calls on all the Angolan people, from Cabinda Province 
to Cunene Province, to adhere to the serious responsi- 
bility of preparing a future of peace and well-being for 
our children, a future of which coming generations will 
be proud. 


Dos Santos Promulgates Laws on Political Parties 


MBO0705195791 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] His Excellency, President Jose Eduardo dos San- 
tos, has just made public the laws on the political parties 
which the People’s Assembly approved in March. A team 
of Radio Angola reporters interviewed Dr. Raul Araujo, 
Constitutional Revision Commission member, about the 
new law. That jurist emphasized that the new laws on the 
political parties now made public by the head of state 
and government define the conduct to be observed by 
emerging parties, notably by defending national ideals 
and opposing any divisionist attitudes. 


Dr. Raul Araujo also explained that the parties must not 
adopt uniforms for their members and that they must 
warn the relevant authorities at least three days in 
advance about the holding of political demonstrations, 
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whether they be meetings or rallies. This will allow those 
authorities to take the necessary security measures. 


Dr. Raul Araujo also noted the need for depoliticized 
armed forces and paramilitary forces. He said the new 
political parties will not be allowed to have armed wings 
and that military and paramilitary members will not be 
allowed to participate in any political demonstration. 


MPLA Said Distributing Weapons to Militants 


MBO0705 130691 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0500 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] The MPLA-PT [Popular Movement for the Lib- 
eration of Angola-Labor Party] has given more than 
100,000 weapons to its militants throughout the country 
in order to destabilize the Angolan peace process. 


Sources close to the FALA [Armed Forces for the Liber- 
ation of Angola] General Staff pointed out here in Jamba 
yesterday that the distribution of these weapons jeopar- 
dizes the country’s democratization process. According 
to the sources, two-thirds of these weapons have been 
handed over to the Minse-DISA [Ministry of State 
Security-Directorate of Intelligence and Security of 
Angola]. 


Military Criticizes U NITA Operations 2-7 May 
MBO0805200991 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 8 May 91 


[Communique issued by FAPLA’s (People’s Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola) chief of staff in 
Luanda on 8 May] 


[Text] With a view to informing the public, FAPLA’s 
chief of staff denounces UNITA’s [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] military activities 
carried out since the signing of the Estoril accords in 
Portugal, between 2 and 7 May. Accordingly, during the 
aforementioned period UNITA carried out a total of 33 
armed actions, including 15 shellings, five ambushes, 
and four armed attacks. 


The shellings were carried out against a village 25 km 
from Chipipa, Huambo Province, and against the 
Cuanza commune in Bie Province. Other attacks were 
launched against Menongue city and Andulo and Cama- 
cupa Districts in Bie Province. A supply convoy was 
attacked 10 km from Tala, Moxico Province. A group of 
civilians was ambushed and their property stolen |2 km 
from Chinguar, Bie Province. 


An attack was carried out against the resideats in an area 
15 km from Cubal, in Benguela Province. Armed attacks 
were carried out against a ward 6 km from Malange and 
against a village 8 km from Chongoroi, in Benguela 
Province. Another attack was carried out against a 
village 15 km from Cubal, in Benguela Province. 
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An attack was carried out against our forces stationed 25 
km from Luachimo, in Lunda Sul Province. Another 
attack was launched against our forces 3 km from 
Mongo, in Huambo Province. Our forces were also 
attacked 22 km from Matala, in Huila Province, and in 
Caculama, Malanje Province, as well as 30 km from 
Sanza Pombo, in Uige Province. 


UNITA also attacked FAPLA forces guarding Trans- 
Horizonte antennas in Cuito city, the capital of Bie 
Province. UNITA attacked and occupied the (Mehone) 
commune in Cunene Province. 


In Luena city the military situation 1s characterized by 
continued UNITA pressure. A force estimated to consist 
of 15 battalions remains committed to taking Luena. 
More than |181 people have been killed and some 3,200 
others wounded in Luena city. Regrettably, FAPLA 
forces suffered 28 killed and 82 wounded. Six ware- 
houses, 35 houses, and (?one) bridge in Luena have been 
destroyed. 


UNITA has deployed some 3,500 men with a view to 
raiding Uige. Other forces have been deployed in the 
Lucala and Lucumba areas in order to raid the capitals of 
N’gage and Songo Districts in Uige Province. UNITA’s 
equipment includes 60-mm, 81-mm, and 82-mm mor- 
tars, 75-mm guns, rocket launchers, and 106-mm recoi- 
less cannons. 


FAPLA’s chief of staff also wishes to reveal that a 
concentration of UNITA vehicles has been detected in 
the Muxaluando area. The vehicles are carrying logistical 
supplies and military equipment to UNITA units sta- 
tioned north of Caxito. 


UNITA’s renewed military activities following the 
signing of the political accords contradict the current 
hopes for peace. Such activities will cause the futile 
death of thousands of Angolan youths. Accordingly, 
FAPLA’s chief of staff publicly exposes UNITA as the 
main culprit for continuing the atmosphere of war and 
hatred at a time when conditions should have been 
created to bring about peace and reconciliation among 
men. 


UNITA on Bombing of Moxico, Luena Situation 


MB0805 201291 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 1920 GMT 8 May 91 


[Text] Jamba, Wednesday, May 08—MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] military aircraft 
have intensified their indiscriminate bombing raids on 
civilian targets in the eastern Angolan province of Mox- 
ico. Military sources say Soviet-made Su-25 bombers 
have been subjecting civilian settlements in the area to 
massive air raids resulting in many deaths and injuries. 


The intensive air bombardments by MPLA military 
aircraft are forcing hundreds to Angolans to flee into 
neighbouring Zambia to seek sanctuary, according to the 
sources. 


FBIS-AFR-91-090 
9 May 1991 


Over the past weekend, say the sources, Ngombe, Chin- 
dumba and Moxico Velho on the outskirts of the town of 
Luena came under heavy air bombardments from Su-25 
bombers. A large number of men. women and children 
were killed or myured 1n the air strikes. 


The sources say a 100-vehicle MPLA military convoy ts 
heading for Luena in order to try and retake UNITA 
[National Union for the Tctal Independence of Angola] 
held areas along the Benguela railway south of Luena 
such as Salenu, Munhango. Cuemba, Cangumbe and 
Cazombe. 


Meanwhile, well-informed sources have disclosed that 
nearly one thousands MPLA soldiers have fled into 
neighbouring Zambia over the past few days from where 
they hope to launch attacks against UNITA forces cur- 
rently in control of the Angola-Zambua border. according 
to unconfirmed reports. 


* Luanda Population Views Peace Prospects 
YIAFOYSSB Lishon EX PRESSO in Portuguese 
6 Apr 91 p § 


[Article by Benjamim Formigo and Gustavo Costa: 
“Angola: The Dream and the Reality”) 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Confusing desire with reality 
is Something that 1s avoided today in Luanda. “It 1s one 
thing to wish for the end of the war, it 1s something else 
to believe that this 15 actually going to happen.” 
Luanda’s intellectuals generally comment. Fear of a 
return to war within the city is very real, and for that 
reason, publicly stated expectations are few. “At bottom, 
I think that we believe that the cease-fire is going to be 
signed this time. But it 1s the way that it 1s with dreams. 
We do not tell them because we are afraid that if we tell 
them, they will not come true,” admits an old man, a 
native of Luanda, who has been living in Luanda for the 
past 30 years without ever having gone back to his 
birthplace. 


Mono Or Stereo 


As usual, Luandans cannot pass up the chance to make 
jokes about their own plight. “With the end of the 
one-party system, we are moving from mono to stereo. It 
i$ Still the same music, but you can hear the instruments 
better now,” people in the capital are saying. 


It is not very apparent that there are alternatives to the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] and Unita [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola] on the horizon. The two main 
parties polarize everyone's attention. For many people, 
“punishing both of them” is a dream, but one of those 
dreams that “one does not tell so that maybe they will 
come true.” They would like to punish the MPLA “for its 
misgovernment™ and punish Unita “for the war.” A 
curious situation, since, in order for there to be a war, it 
1S Necessary to have at least two enemics. 
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However, this 1s not the situation in Bie, an Ovimbundo 
province from which the overwhelming majority of the 
Unita leadership comes. Nor perhaps 1s it the case in 
Huambo, which also has an Ovimbundo majority, in 
spite of the fact that Unita’s military activity has affected 
civilians there more than in Bie. The rivalry between 
Benguela and Lobito, which for decades has led one city 
to want exactly the same as the other one had, carries 
over into politics. Benguela belongs to the MPLA, and 
Lobito belongs to Unita. 


Where the Imbondeiro Tree Grows 


Luanda’s inteliectuals maintain that “the third force has 
not yet appeared.” but they are divided over the possi- 
bility of there being a third force by the tme of the first 
elections. (And by agreeing to discuss this question, in 
spite of their reservations with regard to a cease-fire, they 
do it as if this cease-fire were a sure thing.) 


For some, the third force will only arise “after the 
elections, when it becomes clear to the MPLA and Unita 
that they cannot get a majority.” For others, the third 
force will appear “even pnor to the elections.” In both 
cases, curiously, this force is spoken of as a manifestation 
of dissidence within the MPLA and Unita, which does 
not necessarily have to give rise to a single party. “There 
could be two parties in a coalition.” 


Last week, the picture was complicated even more when 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. while saying in the 
People’s Assembly that he had sacrificed his youth to 
politics, stressed that he had not sought power, that 
power had come to him (following the death of 
Agostinho Neto.) 


The possibility that Jose Eduardo dos Santos might not 
be a candidate “would open up a crisis in the MPLA.” 
comments a well-known intellectual who was once a 
party official. “The MPLA does not have any other 
figure who can hold the party together. There have 
always been many candidates, but no one with the 
president's prestige.” the same source explains. 


The absence of alternatives is explained by another 
prominent source im the political power structure. 
“Unhke Agostinho Neto, who cultivated his political 
heirs, Jose Eduardo dos Santos was chosen to succeed 
him with the opposition of some sectors of the MPLA. In 
order to maintain unity, he had to impose himself as 
leader, and, as we say in Angola, no grass ever grows 
under the Imbondeiro tree.” 


* Kimbanguist Church Celebrates 70th Anniversary 


YIAF099°C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese ¥ Apr 91 p 3 


[Article by M. Correia] 


[Text] On Saturday, the Church of Jesus Christ on Earth, 
commonly known as the Universal Kimbanguist 
Church, founded by the Angolan, Simon Kimbangu. on 
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6 Apr! 1921, marked its 70th anniversary at a ceremony 
held at the conference center located in the Golfe district 
of Luanda. 


The ceremony consisted of a special worship service, with 
prayers, the singing of hymns by the church’s three choirs. 
dramatic performances, band music. and a main parade in 
which nearly 1,000 of the members participated. 


The dramatic performances reflected some of the acts 
championed by the prophet Simon Kimbangu (now 
deceased), as well as the persecution to which he and his 
followers were subjected by the colonial authorities, 
leading many believers to take refuge in the neighboring 
Republic of Zaire. 


Upon greeting the guests. particularly the ambassador of 
the Republic of Zaire accredited to Angola, the church's 
provincial inspector in Luanda urged the Zainan diplomat 
to be a promoter of good relations between the two states 
during his mission in our country. The speaker com- 
mented: “Our ancestors took refuge in Zaire, the former 
Congo, because of the persecution by the Portuguese 
colonial authorities. Therefore, we have ties of blood.” 


In response, the Zairian diplomat, to whom the congre- 
gation presented some art and craft works, highlighting 
the “Thinker” in particular, remarked: “We must reflect 
on where we have come from, where we are, and where 
we are going.” 


He gave a reminder that the Angolan people are stll 
suffering from the war, requesting those present to direct 
their prayers to Portugal, where Angolan (Government 
and UNITA) leaders are negotiating the peace. so that an 
agreement may be reached as soon as possible. 


The Zairian diplomat claimed that peace will not benefit 
Angola alone, but the neighboring countries as well. He 
added that. without it, there can be no brotherhood, 
prosperity, or progress. 


The legal representative of the Church of Jesus Christ on 
Earth. Reverend Wanani Nunes Garcia, for his part, ina 
message addressed to those present, paid homage to the 
figure of the prophet, Simon Kimbangu, as well as the 
date of the church's founding. He recalled that many 
members were exiled to concentration camps in Angola 
and Sao Tome and Principe by the Portuguese authori- 
ties, merely for professing the Kimbanguist faith. 


This church has 305,000 members, and 1s established in 
17 of Angola's provinces, Cunene being the only one in 
which it is not represented. It also has representatives in 
Portugal, Belgium, France. and other countries. 


The Kimbanguist Church has hospitals in Luanda and 
Viana, and health centers in Soyo, Cabinda, Zaire, and 
Uye. It 1s also proceeding to establish a medical center in 
Matala, in Huila Province 


24 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


In the educational area, the church runs a school 
teaching grades one to four, currently attended by | ,601 
pupils. It also has a cultural center in the Maculusso 
district of Luanda which, in addition to other activities, 
is engaged in teaching the English, French, German, and 
Portuguese languages. It has 603 students. 


Moreover, the church has an agricultural-livestock 
department ensuring it self-sufficiency in food. During 
the ceremony the members and guests presented several 
gifts of food and money. 


The national director of mass cultural expansion, 
Manuel Sebastiao, was present at the ceremony, repre- 
senting the state secretary of culture, Adelino Peixoto. 


Lesotho 


Citizens Petition UK Embassy for King’s Return 


MB0705 140891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1352 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] Maseru May 7 SAPA—More than 1,000 Basotho 
have sent an urgent petition to the British high commis- 
sion in Maseru appealing for the return of their deposed 
king, King Moshoehoe II, who is living in exile in 
Britain. 


The Lesotho citizens said they were deeply grieved by 
the British Government's tacit approval of the 
dethroning of the king, and declared that King 
Moshoehoe remained the legal king of Lesotho. 


In the letter, they stated they would embark on a 
vigorous campaign to ensure the king’s return to 
Lesotho. They would also request a meeting with the new 
chairman of the Military Council of Lesotho, Col Elias 
Ramaema, on the matter. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Voices ‘Pessimism’ About Early Accord 


MB0805203391 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 8 May 91 


[Text] Afonso Dhlakama, leader of Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance], today expressed pessimism 
about the possibility of an early signing of a peace accord 
and the formation of a single national army. This con- 
tradicts reports disseminated this morning whereby the 
talks between government and Renamo had entered a 
decisive phase. 


Afonso Dhlakama, who believes that excellent accords 
could be signed at the Rome talks, said his movement 
sees a number of shortcomings in the Mozambican 
Constitution. He said that the electoral law is unfair 
when it states that each party ought to have the signa- 
tures of at least 100 members in each of the country’s 
provinces. 
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Journalist Reports on Sixth Round of Peace Talks 


MB0905072291 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT 9 May 91 


[Report from Rome by correspondent Tomas Vieira 
Mario] 


[Text] The sixth round of peace talks between the 
Mozambican Government and Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] will continue in Rome this 
morning. It is expected that the two delegations will 
conclude the examination of political issues contained in 
the working agenda approved at the end of the third 
round of peace talks on 21 December 1990. 


The political issues include the following: the law on 
political parties, the electoral law, elections timetable, 
and internal and international guarantees for the holding 
of free and fair elections. After reaching agreement on 
these four points, the delegations will then discuss mili- 
tary issues, leading to the signing of a general cease-fire 
agreement. 


The Mozambican Government and Renamo have pre- 
sented their concrete positions on each of the four points 
mentioned above. Renamo presented its position on 
Monday [6 May], the first day of this round of talks. 
Because of the delay in obtaining the Renamo document, 
the government delegation was only able to present its 
position on Wednesday, yesterday. It should be pointed 
out however that the Mozambican Government delega- 
tion was also able to briefly present its stand on Monday, 
after head of Renamo delegation Raul Domingos 
addressed the session. 


There is little information about differences between the 
two delegations’ positions. A source close to the media- 
tors told us informally, however, that one of the delega- 
tions—he did not mention which one—had already 
proposed that general elections in Mozambique be held 
12 months after the signing of the cease-fire agreement. 
Our source did not reveal what the other delegation 
thought about this proposal. 


The mediators, who refuse to speak to the press, pointed 
out in a press communique on Tuesday [7 May] that the 
meeting has so far been characterized by and we quote, a 
positive climate of mutual respect between the two 
delegations, unquote. In their communique, the media- 
tors admitted however that there are still many obstacles 
along the way. 


The Mozambican Government delegation presented its 
stand on political issues on Wednesday morning. It was 
then expected that the second session would take place in 
the afternoon. It was postponed until this morning, 
however, and we believe this was done at Renamo’s 
request. 


Now that the two sides have presented their positions on 
political issues, it is expected that the mediators will try 
to prepare a working agenda that will take these posi- 
tions into account. 
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On the formation of political parties, the two delegations 
had agreed during the third round of peace talks in 
December 1990 that they should not take too long 
discussing this issue. The two sides agreed last December 
that political parties in Mozambique must possess a 
national identity and should not be based on race, 
ethnicity, or tribe. As a matter of fact, this is what is 
contained in the law on political parties approved in 
Mozambuuge in February this year. 


Meanwhile, we learned here in Rome that Transporta- 
tion and Communications Minister Armando Guebuza 
has received (Pierre Garseman), African representatice 
for the International Committee of the Red Cross 
[ICRC]. A source from the ICRC in Rome said the 
meeting was aimed at informing the Mozambican Gov- 
ernment that Renamo has shown and we quote, positive 
signs of allowing free movement of relief operations for 
Mozambican refugees in Malawi, unquote. The source 
said Renamo pledged to allow free movement of ICRC 
and UN relief convoys through the Tete Corridor in 
northern [as heard] Mozambique. The source also 
pointed out that this agreement was reached with 
Renamo President Afonso Dhlakama in Geneva this 
week. The source said the ICRC had asked Renamo 
President to give orders to its forces to allow Mozamb- 
ican refugees in Malawi to return to the country if they so 
wish, as well as to allow a free movement of relief 
convoys through the Tete Corridor. 


Until last December, the Tete Road Corridor was 
defended by Zimbabwean troops who withdrew from the 
area after the signing of an agreement in Rome between 
the Mozambican Government and Renamo. It will be 
recalled that this agreement provides that until the 
signing of a cease-fire agreement in Mozambique, Zim- 
babwean troops should be confined to the Beira and 
Limpopo corridors, which are vital for their country’s 
economy. 


* Travel From Maputo to Provinces ‘Risky’ 


9] AF0949D Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
3 Apr 91 p 2 


[First paragraph is NOTICIAS introduction] 


[Text] Needs of various kinds and imperative reasons force 
people, even at the risk of exposing themselves to attacks 
by Renamo’s [Mozambique National Resistance’s] armed 
bandits, to travel from one place to another—in this case, 
from Maputo to Gaza and Inhambane Provinces. In the 
country’s capital, the space in front of the zoo is the 
“terminal” where one catches trucks bound for the above- 
mentioned regions. Our reporters were there in the early 
morning hours yesterday and witnessed the “confusion” 
characterizing the moment of departure. They also saw 
that in order to start out on that adventure of imperatively 
and compulsorily following National Highway 1, basically 
two things are necessary: courage and financial power. In 
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view of that situation, it is urgent to ask once again: when 
will peace arrive so that people can travel as they should be 
able to do? 


Many people—men, women, and children—gather in 
the area in front of the City of Maputo Zoo, where they 
seek or wait for transportation that can take them to 
Gaza or Inhambane. From 0700 to 1000, that is the 
Starting point for trucks headed for Chokwe, Macia, 
Xai-Xai, Maxixe, Massinga, and places beyond. 


Almost every day except Saturday and Sunday, one sees 
parked trucks ready to take people and baggage to the 
above-mentioned areas. 


Our reporters had scarcely arrived before the place was 
“invaded” by individuals saying ““Chokwe, 10,000 met- 
icals; Xai-Xai, 8,000; Maxixe, 15,000;... buddy, the truck 
is new and travels fast... let’s go, let’s go.” These barkers, 
assistants to the truck drivers, were doing their best to 
entice passengers to their employers’ trucks. 


Fares are flexible; they often depend on each passenger’s 
skill at lamentation. In other words, if the traveler tries 
to bargain with the fare collector by presenting various 
arguments about his poverty and even demonstrating it, 
the fare will keep dropping down to a minimum which, 
while low, is not cheap for the ordinary citizen. 


Our reporters contacted a couple that was ready to travel 
to Inhambane. The man’s name was Fenias Baloi, and he 
was a miner arriving from South Africa with his wife. 
Here is what he said: “The fares are high, and we are very 
afraid as we travel. We are going to Inhambane, but since 
we have relatives to visit in the city of Xai-Xai, we will 
have to stop there for a few days, and that means 
spending more money because we will have to make 
connections. But what can we do when there is no other 
way to get home?” 


The fact is that moving about in the city of Maputo is 
extremely difficult today, and traveling from one prov- 
ince to another is a drama that only travelers can 
appreciate. 


The “confusion” characterizing the moment of depar- 
ture is only one part of that drama. 


Our reporters learned that in addition to the struggle at 
the “terminal” to catch the truck, there is also the 
problem of criminals who are quick to rob the passengers 
or simply to cause confusion. 


The big drama comes during the trip itself. “Here at the 
departure point, everyone is eager to get started, but 
when the trucks reach the dangerous localities, nobody 
talks; death is close by, especially when you see the 
burned-out shells of vehicles and the ruins of houses. It is 
sad,’ said one passenger who was already in the vehicle. 
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No Respect for Passengers 


Besides the suffering imposed by the war, which causes 
people to travel with no security, there is also that 
resulting from the lack of respect for the passengers 
themselves. 


Passengers are distressed by being packed together as 
tightly as possible. In other words, the truck drivers, 
moved by their greed to earn as much as possible in one 
day, pay no attention to the capacity of their vehicles. 
They fill their vehicles with people until there is not even 
room for a needle—what they are interested in is money. 


It is true that the highway transportation enterprises do 
not have buses and that those who do have them do not 
dare send them out on long trips because of the war, but 
this does not give those who bravely transport people to 
distant places the right to do whatever they want. 


Today, as our reporters were able to observe, people are 
jammed together and mixed in with animals and other 
products. 


It needs to be said that while engaging in transportation 
activity is tolerated because of the circumstances proper 
to our country, there can be no toleration of human 
suffering. Who can stop these irregularities? That is the 
big question. 


As a matter of fact, experience has showr that only peace 
can enable people to travel freely. 


More Probability of Losing Than of Winning 


That is what some drivers said when asked to state their 
opinion of their transportation activity. 


“We do not earn big profits from this activity: we buy 
fuel at very high prices, and we travel with no security— 
that is, we are exposed to attacks by Renamo’s armed 
bandits. What we expect is to be stopped at any moment, 
and profit is a matter of luck. I make the run from Macia 
to Maputo and back and charge 4,000 meticals,” said 
Pompeu Reis Cuna, the owner of one of the vehicles. 


Other truck drivers questioned by our reporters did not 
want to talk because, they said, their activity requires 
that they talk seldom. We do not know the reason for 
that. 


* War Reportedly Affects Cattle-Raising Industry 


914F0943C Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
5 Apr 91 p 3 


[Text] Niassa Province currently has only 4,000 head of 
cattle out of the 20,000 that existed up until 1980. This 
reduction is due to the war of destabilization instigated 
against our country, and the decline in pasture sites for 
cattle raising, according to a source from the Provincial 
Directorate of Agriculture in Niassa. 


The same source explained that the reduction in live- 
stock activity is not a phenomenon experienced in 
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Niassa alone. The supply of cattle nationally was as high 
as 1.2 million head, but now, owing to the war and other 
factors associated with it, the country has only a small 
stock totaling 4,000 head. 


To cope with this situation, the livestock sector of the 
Provincial Directorate of Agriculture in Niassa has 
already decided on its projects, such as the creation of a 
livestock development station. It will engage in 
expanding the raising of cattle, hogs, and small animal 
species, especially rabbits. 


Another project already approved is one for animal 
hauling. In a first phase it will provide the village of 
Lussanhando, in the district of Sanga, with a supply of 
500 head of cattle. Plows are to be procured in neigh- 
boring Malawi. 


According to the source from the Provincial Directorate 
of Agriculture, the implementation of these and other 
activities requires technical monitoring on the part of the 
central government agencies. Plans call for the assign- 
ment of higher level technicians and specialists in var- 
ious branches of agriculture to Lichinga. 


Some are already in Niassa Province waiting for the 
others to arrive so they can begin executing the project. 


The source maintained that there is a need for greater 
investment in the sector by those interested, since Niassa 
has 129,000 square kilometers of land, most of which is 
fertile and virgin. This would allow for the execution of 
various activities, including livestock raising and bee- 
keeping. 


Commenting on poultry raising, the source added that 
this activity may be considered a “dream,” because it is 
at a virtual standstill. This is why the town of Lichinga is 
experiencing an acute shortage of eggs. He noted that this 
situation is a result of the bankruptcy of the state 
enterprises on the Lichinga plateau, advocating their 
privatization. 


Rural Agrarian Extension 


The difficulties of Rural Agrarian Extension in Niassa 
stem mainly from the shortage of technicians for the 
family sector’s different agricultural production areas. 
Their work is aimed at monitoring cultivation on the 
peasants’ collective farms. 


These extension workers are being trained to become 
familiar with the real conditions and specific features of 
each region, taking into account the eating habits of the 
local peasants, through the alliance between extension 
and research. 


For this purpose, experienced workers and peasants are 
being trained in rural extension activities at the center in 
Lichinga. 


Also in the rural extension area, they have recently been 
starting to work in close associaiton with the Provincial 
Planning Commission on the socioeconomic survey of 


FBIS-AFR-91-090 
9 May 1991 


priority districts, for the purpose of devising projects. 
This coordinated effort is already under way in the 
districts of Cuamba, Sanga, and Lichinga. 


* Fisheries Official: Marine Study Launched 


9]AF0943B Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
3 Apr 91 p 3 


[Text] Mozambique is developing a program for scien- 
tific investigation of the fish species existing in its 
territorial waters (sea, rivers, and lakes). Our agency in 
Beira learned this from the state secretary of fisheries 
during his recent working visit to Sofala Province. 


As we discovered, that study marks an attempt to 
determine the stocks of certain varieties of fish, their 
location, and the techniques to be used for catching 
them. The activity, which has backing from various 
countries and international organizations, is also aimed 
at determining the economic feasibility of their exploi- 
tation, in view of the growth in the country’s fishing 
production facilities and the demand for fish on the 
national and foreign market. 


That official declared that the aforementioned scientific 
investigation is directed more toward fish species which, 
although they are great sources of foreign currency and of 
supplies for the population, are not usually included in 
the fishing done by the majority of boat owners active in 
our country. 


The study program is in varying phases of progess, 
contingent upon the objectives intended to be met with 
the undertaking. 


The official commented: “We have already identified 
several resources. We are currently making an economic 
assessment of them so as to decide on more general 
fishing techniques.” 


In terms of species to be exploited, which could be 
sources of foreign exchange and a supply for the popu- 
lation, he cited the “gamba,” a variety of shellfish living 
200 m deep, and another crustacean, the deepwater 
lobster. 


We also learned that the same scientific investigation, 
the study program which is in an advanced stage, calls 
for the identification of a group of fish considered to be 
of small size and great economic value: for example, 
mackerel shad and horse mackerel, among others. 


Division of Activities Into Groups 


Our interviewee also informed us of the fact that the 
State Secretariat of Fisheries is assessing, in addition to 
the fishing study plan, the fishing resources for which 
there are techniques accessible for use by small-scale 
fishermen. This includes nonprofessional and semi- 
industrial fishing: hence, the most widely practiced types 
in the country. 
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The aforementioned plan includes the cultivation of 
certain common fish species, with emphasis on the 
installation of an experimental station for breeding mus- 
sels on Inhaca Island. The cultivation of this (oyster-like) 
mollusk is in an advanced stage, and the initiation of the 
process for marketing it is anticipated within a short 
time. 


Regarding the identification of small ocean species, he 
cited the fact that an economic feasibility study is under 
way for exploiting tuna. It is based on data provided by 
the experimental station located in the Costa do Sul area, 
also in the nation’s capital. In the same connection, 
stocks of kapenta, a small tasty fish bred in the waters of 
Lake Cahora Bassa, in Tete, are being assessed. 


Making an evaluation of Sofala, the state secretary of 
fisheries expressed satisfaction with the way in which the 
sector is being developed in this region. 


“I am greatly encouraged. | found that there is a strong 
effort and willingness to solve the sector's problems.” 


Although many serious difficulties exceed the capacity of 
the enterprises under the fishery authorities’ jurisdic- 
tion, that official commented in this regard: “We 
observe that there is a great effort. No one expects 
solutions to come from the central government agencies, 
which is quite gratifying to us.” 


He told us that, in response to the demands imposed by 
the current socioeconomic situation, the State Secre- 
tariat of Fisheries has established a fishing policy to 
reorganize the sector into specialized branches. 


For example, the activities are divided into three groups. 
Catching fish for export and domestic trade, and the 
respective processing, were assigned to a group of enter- 
prises headed by EMOPESCA [Mozambican Fishing 
Enterprise]. The construction and repair of boats, and 
assistance for the equipment associated with fishing 
activity, belong to another group of enterprises, under 
the direction of Gestanave. The units for supplies, and 
production of nets and other fishing gear, are combined 
under EQUIPESCA [Mozambican Fishing Equipment 
Enterprise]. 


Namibia 


SWAPO Said Giving ‘Empty Election Promises’ 
MBO0705081491 Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
in English 29 Apr 91 pp 1, 2 


[Unattributed report: “Mudge Hits at ‘Jobs for Pals’) 


[Text] At a DTA [Democratic Turnhalle Alliance] 
meeting hvld at Arandis on Saturday (27 April], Mr. Dirk 
Mudge, Crairman of the DTA of Namibia, said that 
affirmative action 1s being used by the permanent secre- 
taries to provide jobs for their pals, while there are no 
measures to regulate such affirmative action. 
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Mr. Mudge added that if officials, regardless of their 
colour, turned to the courts to object against this, the 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
government would be in serious trouble. 


Although R[rand]6 million is budgeted for the purchase 
of farms, Mr. Mudge contended that not a single farm 
has yet been purchased by the government. He pointed 
out that even the South African Government bought 250 
farms for Namibians in the early sixties, and the Tran- 
sitional Government also bought farms on which 
Namibians were settled. 


He said SWAPO’s socialist constitutions were rejected 
only when their East German and Romanian mentors 
discovered that their policies were unsuccessful. 


As a result SWAPO will now for the first time elect a 
leader democratically. They have apparently realised 
that the international community demands democracy 
and economic prosperity. 


Mr. Mudge accused the government of campaigning 
against Namibian uranium in the pre-independence 
period, leaving Rossing without contracts and Namib- 
ians without employment. 


Mr. Kutuutire Kaura, Vice President of the DTA, also 
addresed the DTA supporters at Arandis and enumer- 
ated SWAPO’s empty election promises. He said the 
DTA warned voters that they would still have to work in 
the new Namibia and should not believe SWAPO’s 
promises of abundant food and jobs for all; now people 
in Kaokoland, Ovambo and Outjo eat mopani worms, 
because President Nujoma’s maize fields have failed to 
materialise. SWAPO is telling the people to plant their 
own maize. What has happened to their promises? 
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While the government concerns itself with petty matters, 
the Uis mine has been closed and the Rossing mine is in 
serious trouble. Mr. Kaura pointed out that in the past 
SWAPO demanded raises of 18 percent for mine 
workers, but they gave these workers only |1 percent. 
The miners daren’t strike, lest they lose their jobs to the 
40,000 unemployed. 


He added that even worse times were ahead, as Minister 
Libertine Amathila has condemned the street vendors, 
and taxis are losing clients because the government is 
providing transport to its workers. 


Mr. Kaura further said that, amidst the poverty and the 
suffering, the ministers are driving big cars, costing the 
tax payer R1 20,000 to R200,000 each, and they pocket a 
salary of R12,000 per month. The man in the street gets 
a pittance of R300 per month, of which R30 is deducted 
for tax, while the ministers and their wives laze around 
their swimming-pools at their luxury houses. 


* Cultural Agreement Signed With USSR 


914 F0962C Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
in English 25 Feb 91 p 4 


[Article: “First Agreement With USSR Signed’’—first 
paragraph is TIMES OF NAMIBIA introduction] 


[Text] Mr. Nahas Angula, Minister of Education signed 
the first Namibian agreement with the Soviet Union on 
Friday at the Tintenpalast with the Soviet Ambassador 
in Windhoek, Mr. Andrei Unov, on the right, [photo not 
reproduced] and the Soviet Deputy Minister of Cultural 
Affairs, Mr. Yuri Hilchevsky on the left. 


The cultural exchange agreement which was signed 
between the two governments is based on “students 
being trained in the Soviet Union as well as exchange of 
musicians, actors and other forms of culture,”’ the Soviet 
Ambassador said. 
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Niger 


Mahamidou, Parties Discuss National Conference 


AB0705 184691 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 6 May 91 


[Report by Issake Moukaila] 


[Excerpt] As he did this morning with delegates of the 
Federation of Labor Unions of Niger, Prime Minister Aliou 
Mahamidou held talks this afternoon with officials of the 
political parties and the Niger School Union delegates who 
are also involved in the deliberations of the preparatory 
committee of the National Conference. This is part of a 
series of meetings being held by the prime minister to gather 
proposals following the decree signed by the president of the 
Republic. These proposals will be examined tomorrow at a 
meeting with all parties invoived. 


Officials of the political parties were the first to be 
received this afternoon by the prime minister. These 
parties made some objections to the composition of this 
committee, in particular the participation of established 
institutions such as the National Assembly, the regional 
development councils, and the Supreme Court. 
According to the parties, these institutions no longer 
have any legitimacy. These institutions, the parties 
believe, are an emanation of the National Movement of 
the Development Society. This means that the only 
remaining established institution is the government. 
[passage omitted] 


Agreement Reached on Commission 


AB0805121891 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] The meeting this morning between the prime 
minister and various interest groups involved in the 
national conference preparatory commission ended this 
afternoon. Following consensus on the term, Established 
Institutions, which is henceforth replaced by the term, 
Power Group, the participants finally agreed on the 
proposal concerning conference quotas made yesterday 
by the Federation of Labor Unions of Niger [USTN]. 
Under the proposal, the Power Group will have seven 
representatives; USTN, seven; Union of Niger Women, 
seven; and the Employers Association, seven. Con- 
cerning other groups, there will be two representatives of 
each political party, and two each of the two trade unions 
that are not affiliated with the USTN. 


Nigeria 


Vice President on Bauchi Religious Disturbances 


AB0905100191 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 8 May 91 


[Text] Local governments in the country have been 
directed to establish or resuscitate their security commit- 
tees. The committees are to be composed of the 


WEST AFRICA 29 


chairmen of the local governments, heads of security 
agencies and traditional rulers, as well as district and 
community leaders. The vice president, Admiral 
Augustus Aikhomu, gave the directive today in Bauchi 
after inspecting the areas affected by the last religious 
disturbances in the state. 


Admiral Aikhomu said that where it was appropriate, 
religious leaders and representatives of women’s organi- 
zations should be co-opted into local government secu- 
rity committees. He remarked that violence usually 
erupted from a lack of security organization and con- 
sciousness among the people. The vice president empha- 
sized that the task of maintaining and promoting peace 
and stability was a joint responsibility of the government 
and all Nigerians. He stressed, however, on the large- 
scale destruction of lives and property in Bauchi. 


Admiral Aikhomu declared: We fought a civil war and 
we know the consequencies of that war. We have gone 
through social and religious crises in the past. I believe 
that enough is enough. 


He condemned all those involved in the planning and 
execution of the violence and noted that Nigerians were 
no longer living in the age where people used religion to 
unleash wanton destruction of human lives and property 
on the society. 


The vice president warned that the federal government will 
no longer allow the intolerance and intransigence of any 
group to destabilize social relations or create an environ- 
ment of fear and instability. Admiral Aikhomu expressed 
sincere sympathy of the federal government to the families 
of the victims of the disturbances and appealed to those who 
have fled the state to return and continue with their normal 
social and economic activities. 


Iranian Delegation Studies Nigeria’s Legal System 


AB0805223291 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 7 May 91 


[Text] Iran has shown keen interest in Nigeria’s judicial 
system. An Iranian delegation comprising judicial 
officers is currently in Nigeria to study the country’s 
system. Judiciary correspondent Kelly Elisha reports 
that Iran’s chief of supreme court sat with a Lagos high 
court judge today: 


[Begin Elisha recording] The delegation, led by the chief 
justice of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi, arrived in the country yesterday, and 
ever since, members have busied themselves looking into 
books on Nigeria’s judicial system. 


Those areas which have caught their particular attention 
are the courts process and how cases are initiated under 
the common law system. The Iranians are also interested 
in how Nigeria has been able to blend the common law 
system with the shari’ah law. Iran practices Islamic law, 
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which dispenses justice through the shari’ah courts. The 
delegation has held discussions with the chief justice of 
Nigeria and the governor of Lagos state. 


In their talks, the Iranians formed a fine impression of 
the country’s system and hoped that they will learn one 
or two things which would become useful to them when 
they go back home. Iran’s chief of supreme court, Aya- 
tollah Mohammad Yazdi, sat with Mr. Justice (Okpagbe) 
in the Lagos High Court. The purpose was to demon- 
strate to him first hand how cases are conducted in 
Nigeria. The proceedings were narrated to him by an 
interpreter. When Mr. Justice (Okpagbe) took decisions 
on award of cost or adjournment, he whispered to the 
visitor through the interpreter. Both judges retired to the 
chambers later to confer. 


Before leaving for home, the visitors will advocate the 
full incorporation of shari’ah into Nigeria’s legal system. 
{end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Sources Confirm Recapture of 3 Border Towns 


ABO805172891 Paris AFP in English 1711 GMT 
8 May 9] 


[Text] Freetown, May 8 (AFP) —Sierra Leone and 
Guinean troops have recaptured three key border towns 
held by rebels in eastern Sierra Leone, relief officials who 
returned here from the areas Wednesday said. 


Officials representing two relief organizations working in 
Sierra Leone told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that 
combined forces recaptured Koindu, Kailahun and Pen- 
dembu towns from rebels—said to be from neighboring 
Liberia—who invaded the area some 250 kilometers 
(150 miles) east of here March 28. 


The officials, who visited Koindu a few hours after it was 
recaptured from the rebels, said about 300 Guinean 
troops crossed into Sierra Leone from Guinea and were 
in radio contact with another combined unit moving 
from a military base at Daru to Koindu through 
Kailahun and Kangama. 


Combined troops stormed Koindu last Thursday night 
and fought a fierce battle for six hours. Military sources 
said hundreds of rebels were killed, with one Sierra 
Leonean soldier and 72 civilians wounded. 


As a result of the fighting, only 258 out of more than 
1.000 houses at Koindu, an international market town at 
the border with Guinea and Liberia, remained intact, the 
officials said. 


FBIS-AFR-91-090 
9 May 1991 


Many of the houses were destroyed by the bombardment 
while about 300 residents sought refugee at the police 
station. 


According to a military source, troops are now patrolling 
Kangama, Buelu and the surrounding villages which had 
earlier been deserted by panicked residents. 


Earlier Wednesday, a defense ministry spokesman 
quoted on state radio said Guinean troops killed or 
captured hundreds of suspected Liberian rebels as they 
‘“liberated”’ Koindu. 


The spokesman said the Guinea troops had crossed into 
Sierra Leone from Guinea and encircled Koindu in the 
Kailahun district. 


Sierra Leone authorities have blamed rebels from Charles 
Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPLF) for 
carrying out the border attacks and looting forays since 
March 23, but the rebel chief has denied any involvement. 


The spokesman also said combined Sierra Leone and 
Guinean troops killed 18 rebels in the (Sowa) chiefdom 
in the latest joint offensive launched Monday to drive 
suspected Liberian rebels from the eastern Bo and 
Pujehun district. 


He said the advance resulted “in heavy rebel casualties 
and captured prisoners without any casualty on the 
combined force.” 


Nigeria has sent over 1.000 troops to Freetown but they 
have not been deployed to the border to engage in combat. 


A local journalist in the southern province capital Bo 
contacted by AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE by telephone 
Wednesday said 16 Guinean traders who were captured 
by the rebels when they invaded Pujehun town three 
weeks ago were beheaded on Monday. 


He said a Roman Catholic priest in the area, Father 
Sylvester Wywah, was tortured by the rebels. The mis- 
sion house was now occupied by rebel commandos. 


National Power Authority (NPA) worker Joseph Bathie 
who was captured by the rebels in Pujehun on March 15 
and who escaped May |, told AFP by telephone from Bo 
that the rebels were now scattered in 10 out of 12 
chiefdoms in the Pujehun district some 200 kilometers 
(120 miles) east of here. 


Mr. Bathie said 46 residents of Puyehun town had so far 
been executed by the rebels and that their decomposed 
bodies were “littering the town.” 
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